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CHAPTEE 34. 
or TUE board of education. 



Bkotioh 


Section- 


1. Board of eduiation, how organized; 


6, Secretary shall give nodce and 


tei'm of office; vacancies. 


tend meetings, and collect iufon 


2. —may fake gruits, devises, to,, in 


tlon, &c. 








to derke of towns and ciliee. 


3 -sHaU prescribe form of school reg- 




isters, and of blanlH tor returns; 






9. Board may appoint agents to m 




inquiry, So. 


i — may appoint secretary, who shall 


10. Expenses of board, how paid. 


make abstracts, collect and difiiise 




information &c 


detk. 


S SeoretBT} shall suggest improve- 








books cecelve reports. Sic. 





dbyGoogle 



STATE HOARD OP EDUCATION. [CHAP. Si. 

of 8duo- Section 1. Tho board of education shall consist of the 
^"term^of govcriioF aiid lieuteiiaiit-governor, and eight persons 
^"'™™"' appointed by tlie governor with tlie advice and consent of 
'•"' * 1- the council, each to hold oiSce eight years from the time of 
his appointment, one retiring each year in the order of 
appointment ; and the governor, with the advice and consent 
of the council, shall fill all vacancies in the board which may 
occur from death, resignation, or otherwise, 
take Sect. 2. The board may take and hold to it and its suc- 

lat^'fw cessors, in trust for the Commonwealth, any grant or devise 
'^™''"'^ of lands, and any donation or bequest of money or other 
f treasurer personal property, made to it for educational purposes ; and 
shall forthwith pay over to the treas\irer of the Common- 
wealth, for safe keeping and investment, all money and 
other personal property so received. The treasurer shall 
from time to time invest all such money in the name of the 
Commonwealth, and shall pay to the board, on the warrant 
of the governor, the income or principal thereof, as it shall 
from time to time require ; but no disposition shall be made 
of any devise, donation, or bequest, inconsistent with the 
conditions or terms thereof. For the faithful management 
of ail property so received by the treasurer he shaU be 
responsible upon his bond to the Commonwealth, as for 
other funds received by him in his official capacity, 
iprescrfbe Sect. 3. The board shall prescribe tlie form of registers 
ra '"a^a to be kept in the schools, and the form of the blanks and 
.^foc ce- jj;,qyipigg f^j. j)jg retums to be made by school committees*; 
^' I* f_f shall annually on or before the third Wednesday of January 
^!*8. ■ laybeforethelegislatureanannuali-eportcontainingaprinted 
abstract of said returns, and a detailed report of all the doings 
of the board, with sucli observations upon the condition and 
efficiency of tlie systemof popular education, and such sugges- 
tions as to the most practicable means of improving and extend- 
ing it, as the experience and reflection of the board dictate, 
app^^ Sect. i. The board may appoint its own secretary, who, 
01*8 lb- under its direction, shall make the abstract of school 
ii*°2. returns required by section three ; collect information 
U' ! 1.' respecting the condition and efficiency of the public schools 
and other means of popular education ; and diffuse as widely 
as possible throughout tlie Commonwealtli information of the 
best system of studies and method of instruction for the 
young, that the best education which public schools can be 
made to impart may be secured to all children who depend 
upon them for instruction. 
117 "hall Sect. 5. The secretary shall suggest to the board and to 
^mpmve- ^1^^ legislature, improvements in the present system of pub- 
f; * ^' lie schools ; visit, as often as his other duties will permit, 
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COAP. 34.] STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 5 

ditfereiit parts of the Commonwealth for the purpose of 
arousing and guiding public sentiment in relation to the 
practical interests of education ; collect in his office 8uch 
school-books, apparatus, maps, and charts, as can be obtained 
without expense to the Oommonwealth ; receive and arrange 
in his office the reports and returns of the school commit- 
tees ; and receive, preserve, or distribute, the state docu- 
ments ill relation to the public school system. 

Sect. 6. He sh^ll, under the direction of the hoard, give -biibii give ni> 
sufficient notice of, and attend such meetings of teachers of mwHuM, &o. 
public schools,, members of the school committees of the if^; 42V ^ 
several towns, and friends of education generally in any 
county, as may voluntarily assemble at the time and place 
designated by the board ; and shall at such meetings devote 
himself to the object of collecting information of the condi- 
tion of the public schools of such county, of the fulfilment 
of the duties of their office by members of the school com- 
mittees of all the towns and cities, and of the circumstances 
of the several school districts in regard to teachers, pupils, 
books, apparatus, and methods of education, to enable him 
to furnish all information desired for the report of the board 
required in section three. 

Sect. 7. He shall send the blank forms of inquiry, the secretary ahaii 
school registers, the annual report of the board, and his own nporiaw'towo 
annual report, to the clerks of the several towns and cities as J^^'j*"' 
soon as may be after they are ready for distribution. 

Sect. 8. He shall receive from the treasury, in quarterly compenaaHoQ ot 
payments, an annual salary of two thousand dollars, and his ^^o^^of^a* 
necessary travelling expenses incurred in the performance of Jg^'la^' ^* ^'^ 
his official duties after they have been audited and approved 
by the board ; and all postages and other necessary expenses 
arising in his. office, shall be paid out of the treasury in the 
same manner as those of the different departments of the 
government. 

Amend ment.— Chap. 276, IS8T. 

[Sect. 1. The secretary of the board of education shall 
receive an annual salary of three thousand dollars, and also 
the sum of four hundred dollars in full compensation for 
travelling expenses to be paid out of the moiety of the school 
fund applicable to educational purposes.] 

Sect. 9. The board may appoint one or more suitable Boirt nu,? an- 
agents to visit the several towns and cities for the purpose of mifcel^q^, 
inquiring into the condition of the schools, conferring with R^oixes i867 
teachera and committees, lectunng upon subjects connected ^s. 
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TEACHER^' INSTITUTES AND ASSOCIATIONS. [CHAP, 35. 

with education, and in general of giving and receiving infor- 
mation upon subjects connected with education, in the same 
manner as the secretary might do if he were present. 

Sect. 10. The incidental expenses of the board, and the 
expenses of the members thereof incurred in the discharge 
of tlieir official duties, shall be paid out of the treasury, their 
accounts being first audited and allowed. 

Sect. 11. The assistant librarian of the state library shall 
act when necessary as clerk of the board. 



[AFTER 35. 



op teacheks' institutes i 

Section i Section 

meeling of teachers' Institutes. and expense. 

S. Expenseg of, how paid, I 

Teaehew' inati- SECTION 1. When thc board of education is satisfied that 
tutcs, meetinea f^fjy teachers of public schools desire to unite in forming a 
18*6, 99, s !■ teachers' institute, it shall, by a committee of its body, or by 
i8*e; 62^ it's secretary, or in case of his inability by such person as it 

ni ly delegate, appoint and give notice of a time and place 
tor such meeting, and make suitable aiTangements therefor. 
-eipenBBtoT -^ECT 2. To defray the necessary expenses and charges, 
i848^9a*'ii2 8 ^^^ piocure teachers and lecturers for such institutes, the 
iBa*! SM. 8 4 governoi may draw liis warrant upon the treasurer for a sum 
ztT "'' not exceeding tliree thousand dollars per annum, to be takeu 

from that portion of the income of the seliool fund not appor- 
tioned for distribution to the several cities and towns for tlie 
support of public schools. 
— iTOBth of, nnd Sect. 3. The board may determine the length of time 
i8JI°«i'ja. during which a teachers' institute shall remain in session, 
^a' 2ii ^'^'^ what portion, not exceeding three hundred and fifty dol- 

' ' lars, of the sum provided for in the preceding section shall 
be appropriated to meet the expenses of any suoJi institute ; 
and the board, its secretary, or any person by it duly ap-' 
pointed, may draw upon the treasurer tlierefor. 

Chap. 58, 1864, substituted tbr Sections 1 and 5, G. 8. 
When meatinB! [Sect. 1. Wlien a county association of teachers and 
sMkViouTw «- others, holds an annual meeting of not less than two days, 
18^ ffliVr''' ^'^^ '"''^ express purpose of promoting the interests of public 
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CHAP. 



«■} 



SCHOOL FUNDS. 



schools, it eliaU receive twenty-five dollars from the Com- 
monwealth. 

Sect. 2. Upon tlie certificate, under oath, of tlie presi- "^^L^"^^" 
dent and secretary of aucli association to tlie governor, that ie48, 30i,'ia.' 
a meeting has been held in accordance witli the provisions of 
the preceding section, he shall draw his warrant in favor of 
such association, for the sum aforesaid. 

Sect, 3.' The fourth and fiftli sections of the thirty-fifth sepeai. 
chapter of the General Statutes are hereby repealed,] 



CHAPTER 36, 

F THE SCHOOL FUHDS. 









ited, Ino 



1 be rUsltibuted ibr 
BDpport of oommoii achoola. Appto- 
pi'Iations for other educatioual pnr- 
poeea to tie pnld from oihei half- 
Surplus to be nilded to prlndpal. 
3. — apportioned for schools by secretary 



i. liKjoiiie reotived by lowi 
plied for support of schoo 



e. Indlaa aoliool fiiad, how applied, ke. 
7. Todd fund, how applied. 



MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL FUND. 

Section 1, The present school fund of this Commonwealth, school 
togetlier with such additions as may be made thereto, shall i™(,m( 
constitute a permanent fund, to be invested by the treasurer ^ 
with tlie appropriation of the governor and council, and called }*. 
the " Maesacliusetts School Fund ; " the principal of which 4. 
shall not be diminished, and the income of which, mcluding ^ 
tho interest on notes and bonds taken for sales of Maine lands 
and belonging to said fund, shall be appropriated as herein- 
after provided. 

Amendment— Chap. 53, 1868. 

[Sect. 1. The secretary of the board of education and the 
treasurer and receiver-general shall be commissioners whose 
duty shall be to invest and manage the Massacliusetts school 
fund, and report annually to the legislature the condition 
and income tliereof. All new investments of said fund, or 
any part of the same, shall be made with the approval of the 
governor and council.] 



11, if IS, 
300, Si 2,3, 
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SCHOOL FUNDS. [CHAP. 38. 

i|™ Sect. 2. One-half of the annual iucome of said fund shall 

is!2,s. he apportioned and distributed for the support of public 
*^' schools without a specific appropriation. All money appro- 
priated for other educational purposes, unless otherwise pro- 
vided by the act appropriating the same, shall be paid from 
the other half of said income so long as it shall be sufficient 
for that purpose. If insufficient, the excess of such appro- 
priations in any year shall be paid from any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. If the income in any 
year exceeds such appropriations for the year, the surplus 
shall be added to the principal of said fund, 
ipor- Sect. 3. The income of the school fund appropriated by 
'"' the preceding section to the support of public schools, which 
iTisd 'to ■'^^y have accrued upon the first day of June of each year, 
shall be apportioned by the secretary and treasurer, and on 
** ^' tlie tenth day of July be paid over by the treasurer to the 
\',\t% 3. treasurers of the several towns and cities for the use of the 
public schools, according to the number of persons therein 
between the ages of five and fifteen years, ascertained and 
certified as provided in sections three and four of chapter 
forty. But no such apportionment shall be made to a town 
or city which has not complied with the provisions of sections 
iive and six of said chapter, or which has not raised by taxa- 
tion for the support of schools during the school year em- 
braced in the last annual returns, including only wages and 
hoard of teachei-s, fuel for the scliools, and care of fires and 
school-rooms, a sum not less than one dollar and fifty cents 
for each person between the ages of five and fifteen years be- 
longing to said town or city on the first day of May of said 
school year. 

Amenamenta.— Chap. 88, 188T. 

ofechooi [Sect. 1. The third section of the thirty-sixth chapter of 
rSwnH° the General Statutes is hereby amended, so that the income 
^^' of tlie Massachusetts school fund, appropriated to the sup- 
port of public schools, which shall have accrued on the thirty- 
first day of Decemljer in each year, shall be apportioned by 
the secretary and treasurer in tlie manner provided in said 
section, and paid over by the treasurer to the treasurers of 
the several cities and towns, on the twenty-fifth day of 
January thereafter, instead of the times named in said sec- 
tion ; and so much of said section as is inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act is hereby repealed.] 



[Sect. 1. No apportionment and distribution of the annual 
mcome of the school fund, as provided by the second and 
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CHAP. 36.] SCHOOL FUKDS. 

third sections of chapter thirty-six of the General i , - -- - 

shall be made to any town or city which has not complied Kh^"t^BT'L 
with the requisitions of the Jirst and second sections of chap- K'anrtowS. 
ter thirtp-eiifkt, and the fifth and sixth sections of chapter 
fortp of the General Statutes, and of any amendments to 
either of said sections ; or which Uas not raised by taxation Not less than ks 
for the support of schools, during the school year embraced """'"' '""""i- 
in the last annual returns, including only wages and board 
of f^chers, fuel for the schools, and care of fires and school- 
rooms, a sum not less than tliree dollars for each person 
between the ages of five and fifteen years, belonging to said 
town or city on the first day of May of said school year.] 

Chap. 208, 18fi6. 

[Seci, 1. In the distribution of the income of the school Towns to receiye 
fund, for the benefit of the public schools of the state, every ' " 
city and town complying with all laws in force, relating to 
the distribution of the same, shall annually receive seventy- 
five dollars ; and the residue of said moiety shall annually be 
apportioned among the several cities and towns, in proportion 
to the number of children in each, between the ages of five 
and fifteen years : provtded,that after Hie distribution of said pioFim. 
moiety of income in the yea/r eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, 
no, city or town in which the district system exists, shall re- 
ceive the seventy-Jive dollars herein specifically appropriated.^ 

Sect. 4. The income of the school fund received by the income iMcirf a 
several cities and towns shall be applied by the school com- appikS!"' 
mittees thereof to the support of the public .schools therein, 
but said committees may, if they see fit, appropriate there- 
from any sum, not exceeding twenty-five per cent, of the 
same, to the purchase of books of reference, maps and appa- 
ratus for the use of said schools. 

Sect. 5. On the first day of January annually, there sljall Appropriations 
be paid out of the income of said school fund as follows, viz. : Account to i» 
One hundred dollai's to tho treasurer of the Marshpee Indians, ""g^^'j gg. 
to be applied under his direction to the support of public J^^ }|*- 
schools among said Indians ; one hundred and sixty-five dol- i{eBoiieB,'ife5', * 
lai's to the selectmen of the district of Marshpee, under the ^' 
provisions of chapter thirty-five of the Resolves of the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five ; sixty dollars to 
the trustee of the Gay Head Indians ; sixty dollars to the 
guardian of the Indians of Christiantown and Chippequiddic ; 
and twenty dollars to the treasurer of the Herring Pond 
Indians ; to be applied by them in like manner to the support 
of public schools among said Indians ; and an annual account 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 



[chap. 



of the appropriations of said money sliall be rendered to tlie 
governor and council. 

INDIAN SCHOOL FUND. 

Sect. 6. Tlio income of the school fund for Indians, 
derived from the surplus revenue oi' the United States, shall 
be paid annually in the month of March for public school 
purposes as follows, viz, : to the treasurer of the district of 
Marshpee, sixty dollars; to the guardian of the Cliristian- 
town and Chippequiddic Indians, seventy-two dollars, one- 
lialf thereof for the benefit of said Christiautown and Chip- 
pequiddic Indians, and the other half for the benefit of tlie 
Gay Head Indians ; and to the treasurer of the Herring 
Pond Indians, eighteen dollars. 

THE NORMAL SCHOOL FUND. 

Sect. 7. The income of the Todd fund shall be paid by 
the treasurer of the Commonwealth on the warrant of the 
governor to the board of education, to be by them applied to 
specific objects in connection with the normal schools not 
provided for by legislative appropriation. 



CHAPTER 37. 


OF STATE SCHOLAESniPS. 


[Repealed, Chap. 210, ]S6fl.] 


CHAPTER 38. 


OF THi; PUB 


10 SCHOOLS, 


PL-ELK SCHOOLS. 


S. — iiuder superinleudence of eehool 


Sectioh 




I. Each town to liBvewhoolBlxmontha 




iu a yeiiT. BrnncUea to be caught. 


10. Duty o£ liiatruclors In coUcges, to. 


2. Hlgii school ill towns of five hundKd 


11. — of mhiistera and town officers. 


ISniilles. Branches taoght. Diuation 


la. Towns to raise money foe schools. 






inbobitanta. Number of familieB how 


schools, not aTOcted, &c. 






3- High school districts in aajscent 


Sw. 


loi>-ns, how established. 


IS. Three-foiitths of, io be appropriated 


4. Committee, how olioeen. Powers. 


to schools. 


6. —to determine location of school- 


16. Scboolcommlttee,how chosen. Num- 






0. Expenses appoMloned. 


ir Vacancies, how flUed. 


7 Sobools ma; be maintained for those 


13. When whole committee decline, new 


over fifteen years of age. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 



serrlee of person fliling 









Committee, how iucrea 

taMd. 

—records of; secretary. 

Commltte to conlrHct v 

Instructor to ceceivB and file eerUa- 

cate, WTien and how paid, 

— may be diamlesed. Compensation 

ExHminattous and visits by commlt- 

Blble to be rendin schools. Sectarian 
hooka excluded. 

Committee to direct whut booka to 
, how 



nsed. Chiuige of t 



omltt«d- 
3. Duty of oommittee w 

for benefit of irbole to 
t. Compensation of oomi 



9 Committee of Mwn not districted to 

hBTe charge of scliool-houses. 
1. Frovialous of chapter to apply to 



Section 1, In every town there shall be kept, for at Each t 
least six months in each year, at the expense of said town, ^"nV^i 
by a teacher or teachers of competent ability and good ^"^' 
morals, a siiffieient number of schools for the instruction of i^. s. as 
all the children who may legally attend public school therein, im, 6,' 
in orthography, reading, writing, English grammar, geograr ^^-^ 
pliy, arithmetic, the history of tlie United States, and good 
behavior. Algebra, vocal music, drawing, physiology, and 
hygiene shall be taught by lectures or otherwise, in ail the 
public schools in which the school committee deem it 
expedient. 

Amendment.— Chap. 7, 1862. 

[Agriculture shall be taught by lectures or otherwise, in a^lcuk 
all tlie public schools in which the school committee deem ^^^^^ 
it expedient.] 

Sect, 2. Every town may, and every town containing m?Ks= 
five hundred families or householdei"s shall, besides the ft^mes 
schools prescribed in the preceding section, maintain a ^™^^' 
school to be kept by a master of competent ability and good 
morals, who, in addition to the branches of learning before 
mentioned, shall give instruction in general history, book- 
keeping, surveying, geometry, natural philosophy, chemistry, 
botany, the civil polity of this Commonwealtli and of the 
United States, and the Latin language. Such last men- 
tioned school shall be kept for the benefit of ail the inhabi- 
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18S7, 20(1, j 2. 
11 CiiBh'. its'. 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS — HIGH SCHOOLS. [CHAP. 33. 

«ono( taiits of the town, ten months at least, exclusive of vacations, 
is'of 4,000 in each year, and at such convenient place, or alternately at 
'aa.Ts- such places in the town, as tlie legal voters at their annual 
meeting determine. And in every town containing four 
thousand inhabitants, the teacher or teachers of the schools 
required by this section, shall, in addition to the hrancfies of 
instruction before required, be competent to give iusti'uction 
in the Greek and French languages, astronomy, geology, 
rhetoric, logic, intellectual and moral science, and political 
economy. 

Amendments.— fibap. 308, 1868. 
[Sect, 2. Any town which shall maintain the school 
required to be maintained by the second section of chapter 
thirty-eight of the General Statutes, not less than thirty-six 
weeks, exclusive of vacations in each year, shall not be liable 
to the forfeiture provided in section first, chapter one 
hundred and forty-two of the laws of the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-five, for non-compliance with the requisi- 
tions of the aforesaid second section.] (See chap, 36, sect. 3, 
2d amendment.) 

Chap. 226, 1888. 
1. [Sect. i. In order to ascertain that any town is subject 
■ to the requirement of section second, chapter thirty-eight of 
the General Statutes, the number of families or household- 
ers thereof shall be determined by the latest public census 
which shall have been taken, by the authority either of this 
Commonwealth or of the United States,] 

h Sect. 3. Two adjacent towns, having each less than five 
,! hundred families or householders, may form one high school 
district, for establisliliig such a school as is contemplated in 
the preceding section, when a majority of the legal voters of 
each town, in meetings called for that purpose, so determine. 
Sect. 4. Tlie school committees of the two towns so 
united shall elect one person from each of their respective 
boards, and the two so elected shall ibrm the committee for 
the management and control of such school, with all the 
powers conferred upon school committees and prudential 
committees. 

Sect. 5. The committee thus formed shall determine 
the location of the school-house authorized to be built by 
the towns forming the district, or if the towns do not deter- 
mine to erect a house, shall authorize the location of such 
school alternately in the two towns. 
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CHAP. 38.] rOBLTC SCHOOLS — DUTIES OF INSTR0CT0R9, 13 

Sect. 6. In the erection of a school-house for the per- H^r^'^ippof- 
niaiient loeatioii of siich school, in the support and mainte- ms.m, 1 4. 
nance of the school, and in all incidental expenses attending 
the same, the proportions to be paid hy each town, unless 
otherwise agreed upon, shall be according to its proportion 
of the county tax. 

Sect. 7. Any town may establish and maintain, in addi- ^■'^n^^S'^for 
tion to the scliools required by law to be maintained therein, '^^^f'^" ^^ 
schools for the education of persons over fifteen years of 1857, lua, } i. 
age ; may determine the term or terms of time in each year, 
and the hours of the day or evening during which said 
school shall be kept; and appropriate such sums of money 
as may be necessary for the support thereof. 

Sect. 8. When a school is so established, the school ;^|^Qdence''Tt 
committee shall have the same supei'intendence over it as J^l^ji'^^; 3 
they have over other schools ; and shall determine what ' ' 
branches of learning may be taught therein. 

Sect. 9. In every public school, having an average of ^™*'"«'^'- 
fifty scholars, the school district or town to which such i8ao,6B, }i. 
school belongs shall employ one or more female assistants, 
unless such district or town, at a meeting called for the 
purpose, votes to dispense with such assistant. 

Sect. 10. It shall be the duty of the president, professors Dnty of i™irn»- 
and tutors of the university at Cambridge and of the several &r " °° '^^' 
colleges, of alt preceptors and teachers of academies, and of c™5,'s''a!™' 
all other instrnctors of youth, to exert their best endeavors k- s- 23, * 7. 
to impress on the minds of children and youth committed 
to their care and instruction, the principles of piety and 
justice, and a sacred regard to truth ; love of their country, 
humanity, and universal benevolence ; sobriety, industry, 
and frugality; chastity, moderation, and temperance; and 
those other virtues which are the ornament of human society 
and the basis upon which a republican constitution is 
founded ; and it shall be the duty of such instructors to 
endeavor to lead' their pupils, as their ages and capacities 
will admit, into a clear understanding of the tendency of the 
above mentioned virtues, to preserve and perfect a republi- 
can constitution and secure the blessings of liberty as well 
as to promote their future happiness, and also to point out 
to them the evil tendency of the opposite vices. 

Sect. 11. It shall be the duty of the resident ministers mitj of mfntH. 
of the gospel, the selectmen, and the school committees, to JTraf^"*!'^ '""" 
exert their influence and use their best endeavors that the "■ ^ '^^- 1 ^■ 
youth of their towns shall regularly attend the schools 
established for their instruction. 



d by Google 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS — HOW SUPPOETED. [CHAP. 38, 

8 Sect. 12. The several towns shall, at their aiiniial meet- 
ings, or at a regular meeting called for the purpose, raise 
such sums of mouey for the support of schools as they judge 
necessary ; wliich sums shall be assessed and collected iii 
like manner as otlier town taxes. 
■t Sect. 13, Nothing contained in this chapter shall affect 
the right of any corporation established in a town, to manage 
any estate or funds given or obtained for the purpose of sup- 
porting schools therein, or in any wise affect such estate or 
funds. 

Sect. 14. A town which refuses or neglects to raise 
mouey for the support of schools as required by this chap- 
ter, shall forfeit a sum equal to twice the highest sum ever 
before voted for the support of schools tlierein. A town 
■which refuses or neglects to choose a school committee to 
stiperintend said schools, or to choose prudential committees 
in the several districts, when it is the duty of the town to 
choose such prudential committee, shall forfeit a sum uot 
less than five iuiiidred nor. more than one thousand dollars, 
to be paid into tlie treasury of the county. 

Sect. 15. Three-fourths of any forfeitiire paid into the 
treasury of the county iinder the preceding section, shall be 
paid by the treasurer to the school committee, if any, other- 
wise to the selectmen of the town from wliich it is recovered, 
who shall apportion and appropriate the same to the support 
of the schools of such town, in the same manner as if it had 
been regularly raised by the town for that purpose. 
■' Sect. 16. Every town shall, at the annual meeting, 
' choose, by written ballots, a board of school committee, 
2_ which shall have the general charge and superintendence of 
all the public schools in town. Said board shall consist of 
any number of persons divisible by three, which said town 
has decided to elect, one-third thereof to be elected annu- 
ally, and continue in office tliree years. If a town fails or 
neglects to choose such committee, an elfiotiou at a subse- 
quent meeting shall be valid. 
' Sect. 17. If any person elected a member of the school 
,2. committee, after being duly notified of his election in the 
manner in which town officers are required to be notified, 
refuses or neglects to accept said office, or if any member of 
the board declines furtlier service, or, from cliange of resi- 
dence or' otherwise, becomes unable to attend to the duties 
of the board, the remaining members shall, in writing, give 
notice of the fact to the selectmen of the town, or to the 
mayor and aldermen of tlie city, and the two boards sliall 
tliereupon, after giving public notice of at least one week, 
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1 to fill such vacancy ; and a majority of the ballots 
'of persons entitled to vote sliall be necessary to an election. 

Sect. 18. If all the persons elected as members of the wtfn Bhoierom- 
school committee, after such notice of their election, refuse ™w'*'=omld"ttB 
or neglect to accept the office, or having accepted, afterwards ^^■,''^^^2 
decline further service, or become unable to attend to the 
duties of the board, the selectmenor the mayor and alder- 
men shall, after giving like public notice, proceed by ballot 
to elect a new board, and the votes of a majority of the 
entire board of selectmen, or of the mayor and aldermen, 
shall be necessary to an election. 

Sect. 19. The term of service of every member elected TeraofMi-vioe 
in pursuance of the provisions of the two preceding sections, SL'Sc™ *"'°* 
shall end with the municipal or official year in which he is j^^^; ^^; ^ | 
chosen, and if the vacancy whicli he was elected to fill was i85b,8o. 
for a longer period, it shall, at the first annual election after 
the occurrence of the vacancy, be filled in the manner 
prescribed for original elections of tlie school committco. 

Amendment.— Chap. 134, 1865. 

[The term of office of members of the school committee THmof omce m 
m cities, where no different provision has been heretofore " 
specifically made, shall commence at the same time, from 
year to year, as is now provided in regard to members of the 
several city councils, anything in the twentieth section of the 
thirty-eighth chapter of the General Statutes to the contrary 
notwiths landing. ] 

Sect. 20. All members of the school committee shall ne^b^JIf^rf 
continue in office for tho purpose of superintending the win- tain ■>ii'\is of 
ter terms of the several schools, and of making and trans- imb, 22s, s i, ' 
mitting the certificate, returns, and report of the committee, Ikt;!?^;*! 
notwithstanding the election of any successor at the annual 
meeting ; but for all other duties, the term of office shall 
commence immediately after election. 

Sect, 21. Any town may, at the annual meeting, vote to commitfes, bm. 
increase or diminish the number of its school committee. '^'™^i " ''" 
Sueh increase shall be made by adding one or mora to each ^''^"' ^™' * * 
class, to hold office according to the tenure of the class to 
which they are severally chosen. Such diminution shall be 
made by choosing, annually, such number as will in three 
years affect it, and a vote to diminish shall remain in force 
until the diminution under it is accomplished. 

Sect. 22. The school committee shall appoint a secretary -records of; 
and keep a permanent record book, in which all its votes, S'.ioMa. 
orders and proceedings shall by him be recorded. 
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"u, °2™° Sect, 23, The school committee, unless the town at its 

Zniae'ki.'"' animal meeting determines that the duty may be performed 

K'. io5*/l by the prudential committee, shall select and contract with 

1969. 60. ^[]g teachers of the public schools ; shall require full and 

satisfactory evidence of the good moral character of all 

instructors who may be employed; and shall ascertain, by 

personal esamination, their qualifications for teaching and 

capacity for the government of schools, 

Ttschen to re- Sect. 24. Evcry instructor of a town or district school 

cer"flcata. shall, before he opens such school, obtain from the school 

-"When and hoff committee a certificate in duplicate of his qualifications, one 

im U6* ^*' ^^ which shall be deposited with the selectmen before any 

i855| iw. payment is made to such instructor on account of his services ; 

and upon so filing such certificatCj the teacher of any public 

school shall be entitled to receive, on demand, his wages dne 

at the expiration of any quarter, or term longer or shorter 

than a quarter, or upon tlie close of any single term of 

service, subject to the condition specified in section thirteen 

of chapter forty. 

-miY to dis- Sect. 25. The school committee may dismiss from 

^4™^. "■ employment any teacher whenever they tliink proper, and 

such teacher shall receive no compensation for services 

rendered after such dismissal. 

Biam nation? Sect. 26. The school Committee, or somc oue Or more of 

nmmtLl ' them, for the purpose of making a careful examination of 

R s 23 )i 16 ^[jg gciioQig^ and of ascertaining that the scholars are properly 

supplied with books, shall visit all tlie public schools in the 

town on some day during the first or second week after the 

opening of such schools respectively, and also on some day 

during the two weeks preceding the closing of the same ; 

and shall also for the same purposes visit, without giving 

previous notice thereof to the instructors, all the. public 

schools in the town once a month, and they shall, at such 

examinations, inquire into the regulation and discipline of 

tlic schools, and the habits and proficiency of the scholars 

therein. 

Anieiiamenf,— Chap. B7, 1862, sobslituted for Sect. 27. 

Bible Id bo Ksri [SECTf 1. The school committee shall require the daily 

out'noww"™! reading of .some portion of the Bible, without written note 

— Tfrafon not to or Oral commeut, in tlie public schools, but they shall require 

^=™"P"i™tj- no scholar to read from any particular version, whose parent 

csriudrf, '"' ' or guardian shall declare that he has conscientious scruples 

i3m; 410* ^' against allowing him to read therefrom, nor shall they ever 

direct any school books calculated to favor the tenets of any 

particular sect of Christians, to be purchased or used in any 

of the public schools.] 
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Sect, 28. The scliool committee shall direct what books sciwoi bMtH, 
shall be used in the public schools, and no change shall he IJ^I'to!''' ""^ 
made in said books except by the unanimous consent of tlie f^*^' l/ia. 
whole hoard, unless the committee consists of more than 
nine, and questions relating to school books are intrusted to 
a aub-eommittee. In tliat case, the consent of two-thirds of 
the wtiole number of said sub-committee, with the concur- 
rent vote of three-fourths of the whole board, sliall be 
requisite for such change. If any change is made, each 
pupil then belonging to the public schools, and requiring 
the substituted book, shall be furnished with the same, by 
the school committee, at the expense of said town. 

Amend menta.— Chap. 136, 1863. 

[Sect. 1. In any city in which the school committee con- 
sists of more than eighteen persons, a change may be made 
in the school books used in the public schools in such city, 
by a majority of the. whole committee, at a legal meeting of 
said committee. Notice of such intended change shall be 
given at a previous meeting thereof.] 

Clmp. Ifi5, ISfiT. 

[Sect. 1. In any town or city in this Commonwealth, in 
which the school committee consists of less than twelve, a 
change may be made iu tlie school books, in the public 
schools in such town or city, by a vote of two-thirds of the 
whole committee, at a meeting of said committee, notice of 
such inteTided change having been given at a previous meet^ 
ing of said committee.] 

Sect. 29, The school committee shall procure, at the commttiee m 
expense of the city or town, a sufficient supply of test- bS" appal 
books for the public schools, and give notice of the place {|''g"'23''j' j9_ 
where they may be obtained. Said books shall be furnished j|^:?*'^: 
to the pupils at such prices as merely to re-imburse the 
expense of the same. The school committee may also 
procure, at the expense of the city or town, such apparatus, 
books of reference, and other means of illustration as they 
deem necessary for tlie schools under their supervision, in 
accordance with appropriations therefor previously made. 

Sect. 30. If any scholar is not furnished by his parent, —tn oewain 
master or guardian, with the requisite books, he shall be ^';"^"J^„'n; 
supplied therewith by the school committee at the e ■■'«-■ -^ 

of the town. 
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Hrf'™te S^'CT- 31. The school committee shall give notice in writ- 
patents, iiig to the assessors of the town of the names of the scholars 
i, t2i. supplied with books under the provisions of the preceding 
section, of the boolis so furiiished, the prices thereof, and the 
names of the parents, masters or guardians, who ought to 
have supplied the same. The- assessors shall add the price 
of the books to the next annual tas of such parents, masters 
or gi.iartlians ; and the amount so added shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid into the town treasury, in tlie same manner 
as the town taxes. 
' M^^mJ' Sect. 32. If the assessors are of opinion that any parent, 
m' "*^ master, or guardian, is unable to pay the wliole expense of 
'' ' ' ' the books so supplied on his account, they shall omit to add 
the price of such books, or shall add oiily a part tliereof, to 
his annual tax, according to their opinion of his ability to 
pay. 
r commit- Sect. 33. In any town containing five hundred families 
bsnSt°Df in which a school is kept for tlie benefit of all the inliabi-. 
"°ii. tants as before provided, the school committee sliail perform 
the like duties in relation to such school, the house where it 
is kept, and the supply of all things necessary therefor, as 
the prudential committee may perform in a school district, 
laMionof Sect. 34. The members of tlie school committee shall be 
isTh- paid in cities one dollar, and in towns one dollar and a half, 
'^ eath a day, for tlie time they are actually employed in dis- 

cliarguig the duties of their office, togetlier with such addi- 
tional compensation as the town or city may allow, 
la dent Sect 35. Any town annually by legal vote, and any city 
'nt, rtS by an ordinance of tlie city council, may require the school 
4 committee annually to appoint a superintendent of public 

3 »i 2 -jchools, who, under the direction and control of said com- 
mittee, shall have the care and supervision of the schools, 
with such salary as the city government or town may deter- 
mine ; and in every city hi which such ordinance is in force, 
and in every town in which such superhitendent is appointed, 
the school committee shall receive no compensation, unless 
otherwise provided by such city government or town. 



f. [Sect, 1. The compensation of superintendents of public 
scIlooIs provided for in the thirty-fifth section of the thirty- 
eighth chapter of the General Statutes, passed- December 
twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and fifty-nine, sh; 11 in no 
case be less than one dollar and fifty cents for each day of 
actual service.] 
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Sect. 36. Every town not divided into school districts ^^^ ^'mS^ 
shall provide and maintain a sufficient number of school- tain «liooi-iiou». 
houses, properly furnished and conveniently located, for the B.'a.ii8.(32. 
accommodation of allthe children therein entitled to attend Jlsa'^l^jWs. 
the public schools; and the school committee, unless the 
town otherwise direct, shall keep them in good order, pro- 
curing a suitable place for the schools, where there is no 
school -ho use, and providing fuel and all otlier things neces- 
sary for the comfort of the scholars therein, at the expense 
of the town. 

Sect. 37. Any town, at a meeting legally called for the J^^^,^' 
purpose, may determine the location of its school-houses, R-s.£a._(s29,'33. 
and adopt all necessary measures to purchase or procure the ^^' ^'''' ' *■ 
land for the accommodation thereof. 

Sect, 38. When land has been designated by a town, i*od mBj ^ 
school distiict, or those acting under its authority, or deter- blnw "" Ac' 
mined upon by the selectmen as a suitable place for the ij^;m|i; 
erection of a school house and necessary buildings or for ^ ''">■'*'*■ 
enlarging s I ool I o se lot if tl e owner refuses to ell the 
same, or de na da the efoi a j nee deemed I y tl e s lectmeii 
unreasonable tl ey may i\ th tl e a) p o! at o of tl e town, 
proceed to elect at tl e 1 sc et o ally out i s I ool- 
house lot or ai e large ne t t! eof a I to ipj o the 
damages to tl e ow e of I la d tl o ma c p o ded 
for laynig out 1 ^1 ways a I ai j ra g !<>■ "iges u td nod 
thereby , a I po j ay ne t o teude of \ aym t of the 
amount of uch dauii; s to tl e ow Ij tie top the 
land shall be taken, held, and iised, for the purpose afore- 
said. But no lot so taken or enlarged shall exceed, in the 
whole, eighty square rods, exclusive of the land occupied by 
the school buildings. 

Sect. 39. When the owner feels aggrieved by the laying ownw or noa, 
out or enlargement of such lot, or by the award of damages, pi-ot.^ea)»gs.'^' 
he may, upon application therefor iu writing to the county ^X'^'""* 
commissioners within one year thereafter, have the matter of J^f'j^; 
his compliiiiit tried by a jury, and the jury may change the i^-i^i,. 
locatioii of such lot or enlargement, and assess damages '^' 
therefor. Tlie proceedings shall in all respects be conducted 
in the manner provided in cases of damages by laying out 
highways. If the damages are increased, or the location 
changed, by the jury, the damages and all charges shall be 
paid by the town ; otherwise the charges arising on such 
application shall be paid by such applicant. The land so 
taken shall be held and used for no other purpose than that 
contemplated by this chapter, and shall revert to the owner, 
his heirs or assigns, upon the discontinuance there, for one 
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year, of such school as is required by law to he kept by the 
town. 

Sect. 40. The school committee of a town in which the 

school district system lias been abolished, or does not exist, 

shall have the genei'al charge and superintendence of the 

'■ school-honaes in said town, so far as relates to the use to 

■which the same may be appro^jriated. 

Sect. 41. Except as may be otherwise provided in their 
respective charters, or acts in amendment tliereof, the pro- 
visions of this chapter, so far as applicable, shall apply to 
cities. And the mayor and aldermen in the several cities 
are authorized to execute the powers given in section thirty- 
eight of tliis chapter to tlio selectmen and town. 
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Section 1. Towns may" provide for the support of schools Districts, 
without forming school districts ; or may, at a meeting called isi^] A 
for the purpose, divide into such districts and determine the al"iet!V 
liiuits thereof; but shall not, oftener tlian once in ten years Jo'^cnit^s 
from the second day of May, eighteen hundred and forty- ioruy.m' 
nine, be districted anew so as to change the taxation of lands "'' 
from one district to another having a different school-house. 

Amendment.— Chap. S4, 1867. 

[Wect. 1. The provision of section one of chapter thirty- fo^^SollMiah 
nine of the General Statutes, authorizing towns to divide i^g aiHiiLoM un- 
iiito scHool districts, shall not be applicable to any town *"^'* ' 
which has [abolished] or shall hereafter abolish the school 
districts therein by virtue of the provisions of the third and 
fourth sections of said chapter.] 

Sect. 2. • A school district shall be a body corporate so far -m be oorpora- 
as to prosecute and defend in all actions relating to the pro- It?s^^s,''^} 57, 
perty or affairs of the district, and may take and hold, in fee ^hssb. 193. 
simple or otherwise, any estate real or personal given to or io*5j'„',"e4^*^' 
purchased by the district for the support of a school or 
schools therein. 

Sect. 3. A town may, at any time, abolish the school dis- — inaybaaboi- 
tricts therein, and shall thereupon forthwith take possession isso.asa.'n- 
of all the school-houses, land, apparatus and other property ^(}a^' 
owned and used for school purposes, which such districts 
might lawfully sell and convey. The property so taken shall 
be appraised under the direction of the town, and at the 
next annual assessment thereafter, a tax shall be levied upon 
the whole town, equal to the amount of said appraisal ; and 
there shall be remitted to the tax payers of each district the 
said appraised value of its property thus taken. Or the dif- 
ference in the value of the property of the several districts 
may be adjusted in any other manner agreed upon by the 
parties ill interest. 

Sect 4. Every town divided into school districts shall, at ~'^J'^°|?t[J/^f 
the annual meeting in the yeai' eighteen hundred and sixty- 
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tliroc, and every third year thereafter, vote upon the ques- 
tion of abolialiitig such districts. 
"• Sect. 5. The secretary of the Commonwealth, on the re- 
r- curreuce of a year when the vote thus required is to be had, 
'■ shall seasonably notify tliereof the selectmen of the several 
towns, and require them, in towns retaining tlie school dis- 
trict system, to insert an article in the warrant for the annual 
meeting, for the purpose specified in the preceding section ; 
and the selectmen of any town who neglect to insert such 
article in the warrant, when so required, shall forfeit twenty 
dollars. 
'- Sect. 6. Upon the abolition or discontinuance of any dis- 
r- trict, its corporate powers and liabilities shall continue and 
remain so far as may be necessary for the enforcement of its 
rights and duties ; and the property which it possessed at the 
time shall be subject to all legal process against it. 

Sect, 7. Every town divided into scliool districts shall, 
at its annual meeting, choose one person, resident in each 
scliool district, to be a committee for that district, and to be 
called the prudential committee, wlio shall keep the school- 
house in good order at the expense of the district > and if 
there is no scliool-liouse, shall provide a suitable place for the 
school of the district at the expense thereof; sliail provide 
fuel and all things necessary for the comfort of the scholars 
therein; give information and assistance to the school com- 
mittee of the town to aid them in the discharge of tlie duties 
required of them ; and, when the town so determines, shall 
select and contract with an instructor for each scliooi in the 
district. 

Sect. 8, If a town so determines, the prudential com- 
mittee may ho cliosen by tlifi legal votei's of tlie several 
school districts to wliich they respectively belong, in such 
manner as the district directs. 

Sect. 9. When a town determines that the prudential 
committees shall select and contract with the sciiool teachers 
for their districts, three persons in each district may be chosen 
to act as such committee. 

Sect. 10. When tiie office of prudential committee be- 
comes vacant in any district, by reason of tlie death, resig- 
nation, or removal of the person or persons elected, such 
district may fill the vacancy at a legal meeting called for the 
purpose. 

Sect. 11. When no prudential committee is chosen for a 
school district, the school conmiittee shall perform all tlie 
duties of the prudential committee. 
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Sect. 12. If a school district neglects or refuses to estab- ^J,t'''"^J^^^^|?^^ 
lisli a school and employ a teacher for the same, the school school, »mi 
committee may establish such school and employ a teacher r^s""^^'' 
therefor, as the prudential committee might have done. 

Sect. 13. The selectmen of the several towns divided P'"'""*^?™'' 
into school districts t^ aforesaid, or the prudential committee &o.'m»jifaiiB 
of every such district, upon application made to either of R^s'aa'fTei. 
them respectively, in writing, by three or more residents BOosh-esa. 
who pay taxes in the district, shall issue their warrant, 
directed to one of the persons making the application, re- 
quiring hsra to warn the inhabitants of such district, qualified 
to vote in town aiiairs, to meet at the time and place in the 
district expressed in the warrant. 

Sect. 14. The warning shall be given seven days at least -uia-imer of 
before the time appointed for the meetiiiir, by personal notice K^T^i. s 47. 
to every inliabitaut of the district qualified to vote in town i^^';^i 
affairs, or by leaving at his last and uRual place of abode a lapiok-aoa. 
■written notification, expressing the time, place and purpose 
of the meeting, unless the district prescribes another mode of 
warning its meetings. 

Sbxdt. 15. A school district, at any regular meeting having -aiitrWs mw 
an article in the warrant for that purpose, may prescribe the Sr'^m.^g"'' 
mode of warning all future meetings of the district ; and may "g^; 213' ^' 
also direct by whom and in what manner such meetings may ^^^ ^^■ 
be called. Notwithstanding such prescribed mode, meetings scush. 59a. 
may nevertheless be called in accordance with the provisions 
of the two preceding sections. 

Sect. 13. The inhabitants of each school district, qualified ^^"'"j^^^^^J"'" 
to vote in town affairs, shall choose a clerk, who shall be keep k.»ki8. ad 
sworn by the moderator, in open meeting, or by a justice of ai picn-'re. 
the peace ; make a fair record of all votes passed at meetings ^^ "■'- ^*'^- 
of the district ; certify the same when required, and hold his 
office until a successor is chosen and qualified. 

Sect. 17. The clerk shall be answerable only for want of -liubiB on^ 
integrity on his own part; and if he certifies truly to the inte^rij- 
assessors of the towli the votes of the district for raising, by ^i'^ul"' "'"" 
a tax, any sum of money, the district shall be liable in case J{( ^*,.^'^|^' 
of any illegality in the proceedings in relation to raising u pha 466, 
such money. 

Sect. 18 The legal voters of any district, at a meeting Districts nuijr 
called for that purpose, may raise money for erecting or re- !^hooi"houMa. 
pairing school-houses in their district ; for purchasing or ^i^'^" ""^ "* 
hiring any buildings to be used as school-houses, and land b^-®,* as. 
for the use and accommodation thereof; and for purchasing 21 pick.' 75.' 
libraries and necessary scliool apparatus, fuel, furniture, and 
other necessary articles, for tho use of schools ; they may also 
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determiue in what part of their district such school-liousas 
shall stand, and chooso any committee to carry into effect 
the provisions aforesaid. 
To^^lls my pro- Sect. 19. Tlie legal voters of every town may, if they 
eB.iubecoiainoQ tliinls It expedient, carry into effect the provisions of the 
Rjf'A'. i S3, preceding section at the common expense of the town, so far 
1850, 286, s 2. as rcIatcs to providing school-houses for the several school 
districts of the town ; and the town in such case may, at 
any legal meeting, raise money and adopt ail other proper 
measures for this purpose, and, if already districted, may 
take possession of the school-houses and property of the sev- 
eral districts in the manner provided in section three of this 
chapter, 
seisctinm M Sect. 20. If a school district cannot determine by a vote 
inc^lTc. ' of two-thirds of the legal voters present and voting thereon, 
SiBii lie' ™' where to place their school-house, the selectmen, upon appli- 
aeay.iu. cation made to them by the committee appointed to build or 
procure the school-house, or by five or more of the legal 
voters of the district, shall determine where sucli schooi- 
house shall be placed. 
Pensity on sohooi Sect. 21, A school district, obliged by law to procure a 
pro^liin^'Lioo'i' suitable school-house, shall, for neglecting one year so to do, 
nousB. j)g liable to a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars, to be 

recovered by indictment, on complaint of any legal voter in 
said district, to be appropriated to the support of schools 
therein. 
PcTioi.ai add rsii Seot. 22. In raising and assessing money in the several 
VixvL " "° school districts, every inhabitant of the district shall be taxed 
6 Mna^s^^' '1 *'i6 district in which he lives, for all his personal estate, 
12 Met. 181. and for all the real estate which lie holds in tlie town, being 
under his own actual improvement ; and all other of his 
real estate in the same town shall be taxed in the district in 
which it lies. 

Amendment,— Chap. 19 S, 1866. 
AotnfisMaDd [Sbct, 1. Notliing Contained in chap(«r two hundred and 
shHwa^'cmpB- eight of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty- 
Kimp'iomKm! fou^, or ill chapter two hundred and eighty-three of the acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-five, shall be con- 
strued to exempt the owners of shares in the capital stock of 
any corporation from liability to tasation for school district 
and parish purposes.] 

Mnnnfticturing Sect. 23. lu the assessment of taxes pursuant to the 

Vi^^uxft. preceding section, all real estate and machinery belonging to 

jsMi^i.'^** manufacturing corporations or establish men ts shall be taxed 

in the scliool districts where the same are situated ; and in 
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assessing the shares in such corporation, or the personal 
estate of the owners of such establishments, for the like pur- 
poses, the value of such machinery and real estate shall first 
be deducted from tlic value of such shares or personal 
estate. 

Sect. 24. All tlie land within a town, owned by the saine Non-resi^oota, 
person not living therein, sliall be taxed in the same district, r. s'^as'.VsB. 
Sect. 25. Wheu the estate of a non-resideut owner is same fuiji-ci. 
taxed, it may be taxed-in such district as the assessors of the ■ ■ ■* • 
town determine; and the assessors, before they assess a tax 
for any district, shall determine in which district the estate 
of any such non-resident shall be tased, and certify in writ- 
ing their determination to the clerk of the town, who shall 
record the same ; and such estate, while owned by the same 
person resident without the limits of the town, shall be taxed 
in such district accordingly until the town is districted anew. 

Sect. 26. The assessors of the town shall assess, in the ^''^°',^f=„|^j 
same manner as town taxes are assessed, on the polls and tiuBs. 
estates of the inhabitants of each school district, and on all sif^'2si'' 
estates liable to be taxed tlierein as aforesaid, all money ^^cush. iW.^ 
voted to be raised by the legal voters of sucli district for the i^mm vs.' 
purposes aforesaid ; and such assessment sliall be made 
■within thirty days after the clerk of the district has certified 
to said assessors the sum voted by the district to be raised. 

Sect. 27. The assessors shall make a warrant, substan- asmmoh ^i?™ 
tially in the form heretofore used, except that a seal sliall 7"t™Z 
not be required thereto, directed to one of the collectors of f pf^ijfj^f^' 
the town, requiring him to collect the tax. so assessed, and lapick.au. 
to pay the same to the treasurer of the town within a time 
to be limited in the warrant ; and a certificate of the assess- 
ment shall be made by the assessors and delivered to the 
treasurer. 

Sect. 28. The money so collected and paid shall be at ^°^f ^jj"^ ^ 
the disposaLof the committee appointed by the district, to be commweM. 
by them applied to the building or repairing of school-houses, *' ' ' * 
or to the purchase of buildings to be used as such, or of land 
for their sites, as before 'provided, and according to the votes 
or directions of the legal voters of the district. 

Sect. 29. If at a meeting of tlie legal voters of a school JJ^^^""/;;^ 
district called for the purpose of raising money, a majority tawo m&s one 
of the voters present are opposed thereto, any five inhab- u: s. as, («■ 
itants of the district, who pay taxes, may make application 1^8,214. 
in writing to the selectmen of the town, requesting them to 
insert in their warrant for the next town meeting an article 
requiring the opiniou of the town relative to the expediency 
of raising such money as was proposed in the warrant for 
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the dietriet meeting ; and if the majority of tho voters think 
the raising of any of the sums of money proposed in tlie 
warrant is necessary and expedient, they may vote sucii snm 
as they tliinlc necessary for said purposes, and the same shall 
be assessed on the polls and estates of the inhabitants of 
such district, and be collected and paid over in the manner 
before provided. They may also empower the seiectmeo of 
the town, or the school committee, or may choose a com- 
mittee, to carry into effect, the pnvposes for which such 
money is voted, if such district neglects or refuses to choose 
a committee for that purpose. 
" tato1>r'iil'iw' Sect. 80. If a district neglects to organize by the choice 
■ohooi eommittM of officcrs, the money necessary for the erection, repair, or 
n^'iiS.Vi. "' enlargement, of a school-house therein, may bo expended by 
order of the school committee, and, upon their certificate, 
shall be assessed upon the polls and estates of the inhabitants 
of the district, collected like other district taxes, and paid 
into the treasury of the city or town. 
Collectors, how Sect. SI. In Collecting district taxes the collectors shall 

tocoUectUIeB. > ., ? > . ,■ -i i 

R. 3.ii3,iM. liave tlie same powers and proceed m the manner provided 

by law in collecting town taxes. 
TrsMiirer, pow- Sect. 32. The treasurer of a town, to whom a certificate 
R°9.'23,°*«. of the assessment of a district tax is transmitted, sliall have 
the like authority to enforce the collection and payment of 
the money so assessed and certified, as he has in the case of 
money raised by tho town, for the use of the town, 
cnrnpcsaiion of Sect. 83. Thc assossors, treasurer, and collector, shall 
Ts^ii'i'ii have the same compeusatiou, respectively, for assessing, col- 
lecting, and paying out money, assessed for the use of a 
school district, as is allowed by the town for like services in 
respect to town taxes. 
Abatement of Sect. 34. The assessors shall have the same power to 

'^^'"' abate the tax, or any part thereof, assessed on an inhabitant 

of a scliool district, as they have to abate town taxes. 

UNION DISTRICTS. 

TJnioD fli.triciH, Sect. 35. Two or more contiguous school districts in a 
isasasl'si i,\ town may, by a vote of two-thirds of the legal voters of each 
1839,66,(3. district, present and voting at legal meetings of their 
respective districts called for the purpose, associate and form 
a union district, far tiie purpose of maintaining a union 
school for the benefit of the older children of svch associated 
districts; such district shall have the powers, privileges and 
liabilities of school districts, with such name as the district 
determines at its first meeting. 
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Sect. 86. The districts proposing sQch association shall, g''u'"^*„'?^' 
at the time of voting to form the union, respectively agree mm^a^." Loa. 
upon the time, place and manner of calling the first meet- ^^"i^^'JT's, s. 
iiig of the union district, which may from time to time 
determine the mode of calling and warning its meetings, the 
time and place of its annual meetings, and the place where 
its school-house shall stand. The location of the school- 
house, if not determined by the district, shall he referred to 
the selectmen, as provided for other districts. 

Sect. 37. Each union district, at its first meeting, shall ^^^;,''j;' 
choose hy ballot a clerk, who shall be sworn in the manner, isas. isa, ii. 
and perform the duties, prescribed for clerks of other school 
districts, and hold the office until a successor is chosen and 
qualified. 

Sect. 38, In raising and assessing money iu such dis- Aaws-raBnts, 
tricts, every inhabitant shall be taxed in the manner in which S^isgrt i- 
inhabitants of other school districts are taxed, and the real 
estate of non-resident owners taxable in cither of the dis- 
tricts composing the union district shall be taxed in such 
districts. 

Sect. 39. The prudential committees of the respective Ptudsmini com- 
districts, forming the union district, shall together coiisti- ""uS."™ '^°'" 
tute the prudential committee of such district; have the j^"?^™**^"' 
powere and discharge the duties, in relation to the school i835,i89,})6.t. 
and school-house of tlie district, prescribed to prudential 
committees in relation to the schools and school-houses in 
their respective districts ; and determine what proportion of 
the money raised and appropriated by the town for each of 
the districts composing the union district shall be appro- 
priated and expended in paying the instructors of the union 
school ; subject in all matters to any legal votes of the union 
district. 

Sect. 40. The public schools required by law shall con- °™'L'';''^'' 
tinue to be maintained in each of the districts thus associated, leas, las, a. 
as if no union district had been formed. 

Sect, 41. The school committee shall have the powers snhboi oommit- 
and duties in relation to such union school which tliey have dutieso"*""' 
in relation to other district schools. ^^^' ^^' * ^" 

Araenrlment. — Chap. 133, 1861. 
[Sect. 1. Any two or more contiguous school disti'icts in ^^^^1"^"'^^'' 
any town in this Co mnron wealth, may be united and form 
one school district : provided, that at a legal town meeting 
held for that purpose, a majority of the voters present and 
voting, thereon shall be in favor of such union. 
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-■ Sect. 2. Sucli school district when formed, shall have 
all the powers, privileges, and he subject to the liabilities, of 
school districts under the law of this Common wealth.] 

CONTIGUOUS SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN ADJOINING TOWNS. 

Sect. 42. If two or more contiguous school districts in 
adjoining towns are too small to maintain schools advantage- 
ously in each, such districts may unite and form one district, 
with the powers, privileges, and liabilities allowed or pre- 
scribed in regard to school districts. 
- Sect. 43. No district shall be so united, unless the legal 
, voters of each, at legal meetings called for the purpose, 
agree thereto ; nor, unless the respective towns, at legal 
town meetings called for the purpose, assent to the same ; 
and when sucii vote is passed % a school district, the clerk 
thereof shall forthwith send a certified copy to the clerk of 
his town. 
I Sect. 44. When the voters in such united district, at a 
legal meeting called for the purpose, deem it expedient to 
separate and again form two or more districts, they may do 
so, first obtaining the consent of the respective towns, 

Sect. 45. The first meeting of such united district shall 
be called in the manner agreed upon by the respective dis- 
tricts at the time of forming the \inion ; and such district 
may, from time to time thereafter, prescribe the mode of 
calling and warning its meetings as other school districts 
may do. 
J: Sect. 46. Such dktrict, at the first meeting and annually 
thereafter, shall choose a prudential committee, who shall 
receive and expend the money raised and appropriated in 
each town for the united district, and possess the powers and 
discharge the duties allowed or prescribed to the prudential 
committees of other districts. 
1° Sect. 47, The legal voters of a united district shall, at 
' the time of voting to raise such money, determine the 
amount to be paid by the inhabitants in each town, which 
shall be in proportion to tlieir respective polls and estates ; 
and tlie clerk of the district shall certify such vote to the 
assessors of each of said towns. 

Sect. 48. All money duly voted to be raised by any such 
united district shall be assessed by the assessors of the 
respective towns upon the, polls and- estates of the inhabit- 
ants of the district, and collected, as taxes are assessed and 
collected in other school districts. 
(. Sect. 49. Tlie respective school committees of the towns 
's from wliich such united district is formed shall discharge the 
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duties of school committee for tiie district in alternate years, J™"^ '" os^ati 
commeiiciiig with the most ancient towii. b. s. -k, t oo. 

Amendments. — Chap. 3B5, 186B. 

[Sect. 1. United scliool districts, in adjoining towns, may ^'^^Jf^^^"^™ 
be sejmrated by vote of such towns, wlienever said towns igraedup^n.''™ 
shall have determined by mutual agreement, upoa the 
appraised value, and mode of disposition of the property of 
such district, and the proportion of said appraised value to 
Trhicli eacli part of said disti^ict shall be entitled. 

Sect. 2. Upon such sepai-ation, the property of tlie Pt^'^y to to 
united district shall become vested in accordance with said ™ot minie'M 
previous agreement ; and the town or school district which '"''°^'™™'' 
shall take possession thereof, shall be held to pay to the other 
town for the benefit of the school district therein, sucli sum 
or suras of money, and at such times, as shall be determined 
by said previous agreement. 

Sect, 3. In case either town shall have abolished the Town aboii-hin. 
other school districts therein, the proportion of the value of armngemeiit an 
the property of such united district, to which the separate ^'" ^' ^■ 
district in such town would be entitled on such separation, 
shall be adjusted, as far as may he practicable, in accordance 
with tlie provisions of section three of chapter thirty-nine of 
the General Statutes. 

Sect. 4. Either town may cause any school district cwsion mirba 
thei'ein, which forms part of any such united district, to be town*. ' °' 
separated therefrom, without the agreement provided for in 
section one : provided, that all the interest of such district 
in the school-houses and other property owned and used by 
such united district for school purposes, shall be relinquished, 
and shall, upon such separation, become vested in the 
remaining portions of such united district ; and provided, 
further, that the interest of such d_istrict in such school- 
houses and property, shall not be relinquished without the 
consent of such districts.] 

Chap. 278, 18{i8. 

[Sect. 1. Two or more towns may unite in establishing ttiIoh scboois i 
union schools for the accommodation of such contiguous t^'^ti. "'""" 
portions of each, as shall be mutually agreed upon, when a 
majority of the legal voters in each town, in meetings called 
for that purpose, so determine. 

Sect. 2. In providing for the manaj^ement and control 
of said school ; in determining the location of said school- 
houses, or of the schools; in apportioning the expenses of 
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erecting such school-houses, and of the support and main- 
tenance of said school, with all expenditures incident to the 
same, all proceedings shall he governed by the provisions of 
the fourtli, fifth and sixth sections of the thirty-eighth 
chapter of the General Statutes.] 
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Section 1. The clerks of the several cities and towns, 
upon receiving from the secretary of the board of education 
the school registers and blank forms of inquiry ibr school 
returns, shall deliver them to the school committee of such 
cities and towns. 

Sect. 2. If a school committee fails to receive such blank 
forms of return on or before the last day of March, they 
shall forthwith notify the secretary of the board of educa- 
tion, who shall transmit such forms as soon as may be. 
i. Sect. 3. The assessors shall annually in the month of 
i May, ascertain the number of persons in their respective 
towns and cities on the first day of May between the ages of 
iive and fifteen years, and on or before tlie first day of July 
following report tlie same to the school committee, 
1- Sect. 4. The school committee shall annually on or 
'' before the last day of the following April, certify under oath, 
the numbers so returned to them by the assessors, and also 
the sum raised by such city or town for the sufiport of 
schools during the preceding school year, including only 
wages and board of teachers, fuel for the schools, and care 
of the fires and school-rooms, and shall transmit such cer- 
tificate to the secretary of the board of education. The 
form of such certificate shall be as follows, to wit : — 
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AmendmenC.— Chap. US, 1365. 
[We, the school commitlee of , do certify that from 

the returns made hy the asseasora in the year , it appears thsit 

on tlie first day of May, in the year , there were belonging to 

said town the number of persons between the ages of five and 

fifteen years ; and we ftirther certify that stud town-i-aised the sum 
of dollars for the support of public schools for the preceding 

school year, including only the wages and board of teachers, I'uet for 
the schools, and care 'of firea and f chool-rooms ; and tliat said town 
maintained, during said year, each of ihe schools required to be 
kept by the first section of the thirty-eight chapter of the General 
Statutes for a pei'iod not less than six months ; and we further cer- 
tify that said town maintained, during said year, ■ school for the 
benefit of all the inhabitants of ihe town, as required by section 
two, chapter tlili-ty-eight of the General Statutes, for months 
^'"^ ^^y^- I School Commitlee. 

On this day of 
school committee of 
certificate by them subscribed, is true. 

Before me, Justice of the Peace. 

Sbct. 3. In the returns mado by the school committee to MJajsorWhsif 
the secretary of tlie board of education, twenty days or ibrty *"■''* ™" °'™"'' 
half-days of actual session shall be counted as one montb.j 

Sect. 5. The school committee shall cause the school RfK'"'«" •"* 
registers to be faithfully kept in all the public schools, and iia-i,wi; isss. 
shall annually on or before the last day of April, return the ^; \ 1; kwI 
blank forms of inquiry, duly filled up, to the secretary of the ^^'q^'^I "3, 
board of education; and shall also specify in said returns a™ on. 38, i 20. 
the purposes to which the money received by their town or 
city from the income of the school fund has been appro- 
priated. 

Sect. 6. The school committee shall annually make a commitMea' re- 
detailed report of the condition of the several public schools, seoe; whece^ 
which report shall contain such statement and suggestions g^^^' *" "" 
in relation to the schools as the committee deem necessary W ^< 1 1- 
or proper to promote the interests thereof. The committee isbsUt ' 
shall cause said report to be printed for the use of tbe in- ^echi^tlo. 
habitants, in octavo, pamphlet form, of the size of the annual 
reports of the board of education, aijd transmit two copies 
thereof to the secretary of said board, on or before the 
last day of April, and deposit one copy in the ofiico of the 
clerk of the city or town. 

Sect. 7. When a school committee fails within the pre- wtworeportii 
scribed time to make either the returns or report required of isos^sa'i 1. 
them by law, the secretary of the board of education shall s«"«i>-3s,i2o. 
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forthwith notify such committee, or the clerk of tlie city or 
town, of such failure; and the committee or clerk shall im- 
mediately cause the same to be transmitted to the secretary. 
Sect. 8. If a report or return is found to be informal or 
incorrect, the secretary shall forthwith return the same, with 
a statement of all deficiencies therein, to the committee for 
its further action. 

Sect. 9. Tlie returns or reports of a city or town so 
' returned by tlie secretary for correction, or wliich have not 
reached liis office within the time prescribed by law, shall be 
received by him if returned during the month of May ; but 
in all such casea ten per cent, shall be deducted from the in- 
come of the school fimd which such city or town would have 
been otherwise entitled to. If such returns or reports fail to 
reach his office before the iirst day of June, then the whole 
of such city or town's share of the income shall be retained 
by the treasurer of the Commonwealth, and the amount so 
retained, as well as the ten per cent, when deducted, shall be 
added to the principal of the school fund. And such city or 
town shall in addition thereto forfeit not less than one hun- 
dred nor more than two hundred dollars; provided, however, 
if said returns and reports were duly mailed in season to 
reach such office within the time required by law, then the 
city or town from which said returns or reports are due shall 
be exempt from the forfeiture, otherwise incurred, 
f Sect. 10. The clerk of each city and town shall deliver 
- one copy of the reports of the board of education and its 
i secretary to the secretary of the school committee of the city 
or town, to be by him p^'eserved for the use of the committee, 
and transmitted to his successor in office ; and two additional 
copies of said reports, for the use of said committee ; and 
eliall also deliver one copy of said reports to the clerk of each 
school district, to be by him deposited in the school district 
library, or, if there is no such library, carefully kept for the 
use of the prudential committee, teachers, and inhabitants, 
of the district, during his continuance in office, and then 
transmitted to his successor ; and in case the city or town 
shall not be districted, said reports shall be delivered to the 
school committee, and so deposited by them as to be acces- 
sible to the several teachers and to the citizens ; and such 
reports shall be deemed to be the property of the town or 
city, and not of any officer, teacher, or citizen, thereof. 

Sect. 11. When the school committee of a city or town 
is not less thaji thirteen in number, the chairman and secre- 
tary thereof may, in behalf of the committee, sign the annual 
school returns and the certificate required by sections four 
and five. 
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Sect. 13. A city or town wliich has forfeited any part of ^™t'''^™JJj"t 
its portion of the income of the school fund through the jn ™'¥™". *"■ 
failure of the school committee to perform their duties in i84eU'i3.'' 
regard to the school report and school returns, may withhold 
the compensation of the committee. 

Sect. 13. The several school teachers sliall faithfully Rcgiswra, h™ 
keep the i^egisters furnished to them, and make due return Hotw aia« psy 
thereof to the school committee, or such person as they may ^^^^^^'"'"^ "^ 
designate, and no teacher shall he entitled to receive payment isls, m. 
for services iintil the register, properly filled up and com- 
pleted, shall be so returned. 

Chapter 123, 1867. 

[Section 1, It shall be the duty of the trustees, officers oiBcen ^ i"'"- 
or persons in charge of all institutions of learning, whether ing.°?^no"Md 
literary, scientific or professional, incorporated, supported or i^i3,S'«toi>l,io 
aided by this Commonwealth ; of all reform schools and J2"jme''£ir"£ 
almshouses; of .all private educational institutions; also, of boua or anuei- 
all agents, guardians or treasurers to whom appropriations 
shall be made for the support of schools among the Indians 
of this Commonwealth, whether by general statute or special 
resolve, on or before the first day of June in each year, to 
make a report in writing to the board of education, at the 
oSice of the secretary, of sucli statistics of the several institu- 
tions or sehools under their charge, relating to the number 
of pupils and instructors, courses of study, cost of tuition and 
the general condition of said institution or school, as said 
board shall prescribe. 

Sect. 2. The board of education shall prepare hlaub BoMd m Huppi)- 
forms of inquiry for such statistics, as they shall deem expe- fore teatt Mar. 
dieut to require, and shall cause the same to be sent to each 
of said institutions or schools, on or before the tenth day of 
May in each year. In preparing said forms, reference shall 
be had to the requirements of the national bui-eau of educa- 
tion recently created by the general govcnmieut.] 



CHAPTER 41. 

OP THE ATTENDANCE OF CHILDREN IN THE SCHOOLS. 
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chool committee io regulate odmia 

ion, im., to high ecUool. 

liiiaren mRj attend in adjoiniuj 



i& to c«mmltt«e, &c- 



»■> bfl Section 1. Every person having under his control a child 
L°&Q. between the ages of eiglit and fourteen years, shall annually 
l^owsfM during the continuance of his control send sucli child to 
J 2 some public sciiool in the city or town in which he resides, 
' at least twelve weeks, if the public schools of such city or 
town so long continue, sis weeics of which time shall be con- 
secutive ; and for every neglect of such diity the party offend- 
ing shall forfeit to the use of such city or town a sum not 
exceeding twenty dollars : but if it appears upon the inquiry 
of the truant officers or school committee of any city or 
town, or upon the trial of any prosecution, that the party so 
neglecting was not able, by reason of poverty, to send such 
child to school, or to furnish him with the means of education, 
or that such child has been otherwise furnislied v/ith the 
means of education for a like period of time, or ha^ already 
acquired tlie branches of learning taught in the public 
schools, or that his bodily or mental condition has been such 
&s to prevent his attendance at school or application to study 
for the period required, the penalty before mentioned shall 
not be incurred, 
offlcora Sect. 2. The truant officers and the school committees of 
"nsuSo the several cities and towns shall inquire into all cases of 
■'j 3 neglect of the duty prescribed in the preceding section ; and 
ascertain from the persons neglecting, the reasons if any 
therefor ; and shall forthwith give notice of all violations, 
with the reasons, to the treasurer of the city or town ; and if 
such treasurer wilfully neglects or refuses to prosecute any 
person liable to tlie penalty provided for in the preceding 
section, he shall forfeit the sum of twenty dollars, 
to »t- Sect, 3. All children within the Commonwealth may at- 
" '''"" tend the public schools in the place in which they have their 
' * *■ legal residence, subject to the regulations prescribed by law. 
nto Sect. 4. The school committee shall determine the 

i^t^ number and qualifications of the scholars to be admitted 
J 15 into the school kept for the use of the whole town. 
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CHAP. 41.] PUBLIC SCHOOLS — EXCLUSION. 35 

Sect. 5. Children living remote from any public school ^„a^™„^^^^?^ 
in the town in which they reside, may be allowed to attend wn-n, and tom- 
the public schools in an adjoining town, under such regu- S^n„7iifa:'^' '"' 
lations, and on such terms, as the school committees of the ^]l^^^l_ 
said towns agree upon and prescribe ; and tlie school com- 
mittee of the town in which such children reside shall pay 
out of the appropriations of money raised in said town for 
the support of schools the sum agreed upon. 

Sect. 6. Minors under guardianship, their father having warus, xthats 
deceased, may attend the public schools of the city or town S^im! ' 
of which their guardian is an inhabitant. 

Sect. 7. With the consent of school committees first children maj nt- 
obtained, children between the ages of five and fifteen years "^ns iiian p'ace 
may attend school in cities and towns other than those in aeoMr«od'^ 
which their pai'cnts or guardians reside; but wlienever ^ 5^|" jj^" *"■ 
child resides in a city or town different from that of tlie 
residence of the parent or guardian, for the sole purpose of 
attending school there, the parent or guardian of such child 
shall be liable to pay to such city or town, for tuition, a sum 
equal to the average expense per scholar for sueh school for 
the period tlie child shall have so attended. 

Sect. 8. The school committee shall not allow any child ^Jf^^''^ 
to be admitted to oi* connected with the public schools, who isob, ii4, ( a. 
has not been duly vaccinated. 

Sect. 9. - No person shall be excluded from a public ooi™ &c.,notKi 
school on account of the race, color, or religious opinions, of ii66?2l6, 1 1. 
the applicant or scholar. 

Sect. 10. Every member of the school committee under Teachers, tc, m 
whose directions a child is excluded from a public school, t^'usf™!""^ "^ 
and every teacher of such school from which a child is ex- is66,s56,)4- 
eluded, shall, on application by the parent or guardian of 
such child, state in writing the grounds and reason of the 
exclusion. 

Sect. 11. A child unlawfully excluded from any public Dimi^esRir 
school shall recover damages therefor in an action of tort, to W5,si4.' 
be brought in the name of such child by his guardian or next li^i^aJ.^' 
friend against the city or town by which such school is tquj-.ms. 
supported. 

Sect. 12. The plaintiff in such action may, by filing inter- nit«togatorteato 
rogatories for discovery, examine any member of the school ibbs, asa, i a. ' 
committee, or any other officer of tlie defendant city or town, 
as if lie were a party to tlie suit. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS — MANUFACTORIES. [CHAP. J2. 



CHAPTER 42. 
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h Mbe ™"™ Section 1 . Children of the age of twelve years and under 
mmsSorMW. the age of fifteen years, who have resided in this state for the 
ia°m'i^°.' term of six months, shall not be employed in a manafactiiring 
%' 373' ' ^' establishment unless within twelve months next preceding 
'8|83,ii. the term of such employment they have attended some pub- 
lic or private day school, under teachers approved by the 
school committee of the place in which said school was kept, 
at least one term of eleven weeks, and unless they shall at- 
tend siich a school for a like period during each twelve 
months of such employment. Children under twelve years 
of age, having resided in this state for a like period, shall not 
be so employed unless they have attended a like school for 
the term of eighteen weeks within twelve months next pre- 
ceding their employment, and a like term during each twelve 
months of such employment. 
Penalty. Sect. 2. The owner, agent, or superintendent, of a manu- 

(o proMoote. facturing establishment, who employs a child in violation of 
]m', ^ *t\ the provisions of the preceding section, shall forfeit a sum not 
isss^aa, (2. exceeding fifty dollars for each oilence, to be recovered by 
indictment, to the use of the public schools in the city or 
town where such establishment is situated ; and the school 
committees in the several cities and towns shall prosecute for 
all such forfeitures. 
Cliildren nnset Sect. 3. No child under the age of twelve years shall be 
ployed moret^n employed in any manufacturing establishment more than ten 
pTOsit"" * ^^' hours in one day ; and tlie owner, agent, or superintendent, 
bIS'^' 3,1. who knowingly employs such child for a greater number of 
hours, shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars for each ofTcuce, 
to the use of the person prosecuting thei^efor. 
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CHAP, 42-1 PUBLIC SCHOOLS — TRUAXTS. 3' 

AmendmenlB.— Chap, 285, 18GT, supplementary to Section 1, 2, 3 of G. S. 

[Sect, 1. No child under the age of ten years shall be ohiw unam i 
eni))loyed in any manufacturing or mechanical establishment eni^'oyea dothi 
within this Commonwealth, and no child between the age of ^o. ^' '"''" 
ten and fifteen years shall be so employed, unless he lias at- 
tended some public or private day school under teachers 
approved by the school committee of the place in which such 
school is kept, at least three months during the year next 
preceding such employment: provided, said child shall have ya,i^. 
lived within the Commonwealth during tlie preceding sis 
mouths ; nor shall such employment continue unless such 
child shall attend school at least three months in each and 
every year ; and provided, that tuition of three hours per day g^ai, j,, g,,,, 
in a public or private day school approved by the school ^™e[„^ifoffm 
committee of the place in which such scliool is kept, during stru&i. 
a term of six months, shall be deemed the equivalent of three 
months' attendance at a school kept in accordance with the 
customary hours of tuition ; and no time less than sixty days 
of actual schooling shall be accounted as three months, and 
no time less than one hundred and twenty half days of actufil 
schooling shall be deemed an equivalent of three months. 

Sect. 2. No child under tlie age of fifteen years shall be chtw undar ^ 
employed in any manufacturing or mechanical establishment "ot^u^n^i 
more than sixty hours in one week. 

Sect. 3. Any owner, agent, superintendent or overseer of pedaity. 
any manufacturing or mechanical establisliment, whq shall 
knowingly employ or permit to be employed any child in 
violation of the preceding sections, and any parent or guar- 
dian who allows or consents to such employment, shall, for 
such offence forfeit the sum of fifty dollars. 

Sect. 4. It shall be the duty of the constable of the Com- siate-»naiBbif 
monwealth to specially detail one of his deputies, to see that porrtoBOMtn 
the provisions of this act, and all other laws regulating the 
employment of cliildren or minors in manufacturing or me- 
chanical establishments, are complied with, and to prosecute 
offences against the same ; and he shall report annually to 
the governor all proceedings under tliis act ; and notliing in 
this section slmll be so construed as to prohibit any person 
from prosecuting such offences.] 

Chsp, 20T, 1862, Sect. 1 substitutea for Sect, 4 of G. S. 
[Sect. 1. Each city and town shall make all needful pro- B^-ia™rwp« 
visions and arrangements concerning Jiabitual truants, and iJuBntgf&o'" 
also concerning children wandering about in the streets or iB6o"'29i, ) i- 
public places of any city or town, having no lawful occu- Jbo|; es, 1 6, 
pation or business, not attending school, and growing up in see i b. ' 
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;8 PUBLIC SCHOOLS — TRUANTS. [citAP, 42. 

ignorance, between the ages of seven and sixteen years ; and 
sTiall also make all such by-laws respecting ench children as 
shall be deemed most conducive to their welfare and the 
good order of such city or town ; and there shall be annexed 
to such by-laws suitable penalties not exceeding twenty dol- 
lars, for any one breach : provided, that said by-laws shall be 
approved by the superior court sitting iu any county in the 
Commonwealth.] 

^'iohr'roa'- Sect. 5. The several cities and towns shall appoint at tlie 
™i«it. annual meetings of such towns, or annually by the mayor 

' ' * ■ and aldermen of such cities, three or more persons, who 
alone shall be autliorized, in case of violation of such by- 
laws, to make the complaiut and carry into execution the 
judgments thereon. 

Amendmenl.— Chap, 207, 1862, Sect. 2, substituted for Sect. 6 of G. S. 

finorcoDyirted [Sect. 2, Auy minoF couvicted of being an habitual truant, 
Idf&c™"" or any child convicted of wandering about in the streets or 
iM'l?'j*3?' public places of any city or town, having no lawful occu- 
pation or business, not attending school, and growing up in 
ignorance, between the ages of seven and sixteen years, may, 
at the discretion of the justice or court having jurisdiction of 
the case, instead of the fine mentioned in the first (substituted 
for section 4, above,) section, be committed to any such insti- 
tution of instruction, house of reformation, or suitable situa^ 
tioii provided for the purpose, under the authority of the 
first (substituted for section 4,) section, for such time, not 
exceeding two years, as such justice or court may deter- 
mine.] 

a non-pijment Sect. 7. A minor convioted of either of said offences and 
mmfitod."^ ^ sentenced to pay a fine may, in default of payment thereof, 
H52 aKi" H^''i ^^ committed to such institution of instruction, house of 
^si^Bs ss 3,4. reformation, or suitable situation provided as aforesaid. And 
upon proof tliat the minor is unable to pay the fine, and has 
no parent, guardian, or person chargeable with his support, 
able to pay the same, he may be discharged by such justice 
or (jourt, whenever it is deemed expedient, or he may be dis- 
charged in the manner poor convicts may be discharged from 
imprisonment .for non-payment of fine and costs. 
fBnmia, where 8ect. 8. Warrants issued under this chapter shall be 
om^n^tion. returnable before any trial justice or judge of a police court, 
^•^- at the place named in the warrant; and the justice or 

judge shall receive such compensation as the city or town 
determines. 
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CHiP. 42.] TOBLIC SCHOOLS — NEGLECTED CHILDREN. 

Amsinlmenle,— ChHp, 44, 18B3, supplementary to Sections 7 and 8, Cliap. 43. 

[Sect. 1. Either of the justices of the police court of the 
city of Boston, and any judge or justice of any police court, 
aud any trial justice, in this state, shall have jurisdiction 
within tlieir respective counties of the offences described 
in chapter two hundred and seven of tlie acts of tlie year 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two. (Sect. 4, G-. S.) 

Sect. 2. Whenever it shall be made to appear to any 
such justice, judge or trial justice, acting within his juris- 
diction, upon a hearing of the case, that there is good aud 
sufficient reason for the discharge of any minor imprisoned 
for either of such offences, he may issue such discharge under 
hie hand upon such terms as to costs as to him seem just, 
directed to the person having the custody of such minor, and 
upon the service of the same on such person aud payment of 
costs required, said minor shall be discharged.] 

Chap. 128, 1863. 

[Sect. 1. Any minor convicted under the provisions of 
the two hundred and seventh cliapter of the acts of the year 
eighteen Inindred and sixty-two (Sections 4, 5, G. S.,) in Dukes 
county, may be sentenced and confined in the farm school, 
BO called, in the city of New Bedford, in the county of 
Bristol, in the same manner as if the same was in Dukes 
county. 

Sect. 2. Any town in Dukes county from which any 
minor may be sentenced as aforesaid, shall pay to the city of 
Now Bedlbrd, for the support of every person so confined, 
the sum of two dollars for each and every week such person 
may remain at said school.] 

Chap. aS3, 1366. 
[Sect. 1. Each of the several cities and towns in this tow 
CommoiiwcaUh is hereby authorized and empowered to "^/'i 
make alt needful provisions and arrangements concerning '™ 
children under sixteen years of age, who by reason of the 
neglect, crime, drunkenness or other vices of parents, or 
from orplianage, are suffered to be growing up without 
salutary pareiit.al control and education, or in circumstances 
exposing them to lead idle and dissolute lives ; and may 
also make all snch by-laws and ordinances respecting snch 
children, as shall be deemed most conducive to their welfare 
and the good order of such city or town : provided^ that 
said by-laws and ordinances shall be approved by the superior 
court, or iu vacation by a justice thereof, and shall not be 
repugnant to the laws of the Commonwealth. 
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40 PUBLIC SCHOOLS— DISTURBANCE, [CHAP. 42. 

Peraona M pro- Sect. 2. Tlio mayoT and aldermen of cities and the 
^/ selectmen of towns availing tliemselves of the provisions of 

this act shall severally appoint suitable persons to make 
complaints in case of violations of s\ich ordinances or by-laws 
as may be adopted, who alone shall be authorized to make 
complaints under the authority of this act. 
Judge or triaijus- Sect. 3. Wlieu it shall be proved to any judge of the 
chM wYownTn- superior court, or judge or justice of a municipal or police 
atituuon. court, or to any trial justice, that any child under sixteen 

years of age, by reason of orphanage or of the neglect, 
crime, drunkenness or other vice of parents, is growing up 
without education or salutary control, and in circumstances 
exposing said child to an idle and dissolute life, any judge or 
justice aforesaid, shall have power to order said child to such 
institution of instruction or other place that may be assigned 
for the purpose, as provided in this act, by the authorities of 
the city or town in which such child may reside, for, such 
term of time as said judge or justice may deem expedient, 
not extending beyond the age of twenty-one years for males, 
or eighteen years for females, to be there kept, educated and 
cared for according to law. 
whem^htiflren Sect. 4. Whenever it shall be satisfactorily proved that 
STarg^^ ^" the parents of any child committed under the provisions of 
this act, shall have reformed and are leading orderly and 
industrious lives, and are in a condition to exercise salutary 
parental control over their children, and to provide them 
with proper education and employrnent ; or whenever said 
parents being dead, any person may'offer to make suitable 
provision for the care, nurture and education of such child 
as will conduce to the public welfare, and will give satisfac- 
tory security for the performance of the same, then the 
directors, trustees, overseers or other board having charge 
of the institution to which such child may be committed, 
may discharge said child to the parents or to the party 
making provision for the care of the child as aforesaid.] 

Gen. Stat., Chap. 165, Sec. 23. 
Distutbance of Sect. 23. Whoover wilfidly interrupts or disturbs any 
iic''mKt™K"^" school or other assembly of people met for a lawful purpose, 
i^tea^«6. shall be punished by imprisonment in the jail not ■ 
thirty days, or by fine not exceeding fifty dollars. 
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HOSMAI SCHOOLS. 



Wheheab, by a letter from the Honorable Horace 'himn, 
secretary of tha board of education, addressed on th3 twelfth 
of Manch current, to the President of the Senate and Speaker 
of the House of Representatives,, it appears, that private 
munificence* has placed at hia disposal the sum of ten 
thousand dollars to promote the CKUse of popular ediication 
io Massachusetts, on condition that the ConsraonweaUh will 
contribute, from unappropriated funds, the same amount iu 
^d of the same cause, the two sums to be drawn upon 
equally, from time to time,.as needed, and to hs disbursed 
under the direction of the board of education in qualifying 
teachor§ for the common schools ; therefore 

ilfiio/uerf, .That his eseellency the governor is hereby 
authorized, by and with the advice and consaiit of the 
council, to draw his warrant upon the treasurer of tho Com- 
monwealth, in favor of the board of education, for the sum 
of ten tliousand dollara, in such instalments, aud at such 
times as said board may request : provided, ttiat said board., 
in their request, shall certify that the' secretary of said 
board has placed at their disposal an equal amount to that for 
which such application may be made by them ; botlt sums to 
be expended under the direction of said board, in qualifying 
teachers for thecommon schools in jVLassaehusetts. 

Resolved, Tliat the board of education shall render an 
annual account of the manner in which said moneys have 
been by them expended. 

Ciiap. i% Heaolres of 1SS3. 

Resolved, That the board of education be, and they are 
hereby authorized to establish a state normal school at somo 
suitable' piace in the county of Essex, and that the eum of 
sis thousand be, and the same is hereby appropriated from 
the proceeds of the public lands or the school fund, accord- 
ing to -the provisions of the act of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-six, chapter 219, to defray the 
expense of providing a site, of erecting or purchasing a 
suitable building, and furnishing- tho necessary appurte- 
nances and apparatus for said school ; and that the same ho 

* Of Hon. Edranni"! Dwight 
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1 fof that pttrjjose nndet tbe diTection of tlio board 
of edncation, upon whoss requisition the governor ia hereby 
auilioriaed to draw his war):-aiifca upon the treasury to the 
amount aforesaid. 

Resohed, Tiiat the board of education be, and they at'e 
hereby authorized to piircbass aud receive grants of. land m 
thenanie of the Coramoiiwealthj and in suitable quantity,, 
foF ^6 Bsts of said building and the accortimodatioii of said 
school ; and that, before selectisig said site^ they be directed 
to" receive propositions from towns ov individuals fn said 
county of Essex, in aid of the object of these resolves, and 
afterwards to make such selection as will iu their opinioa 
best subserve the interests and accommodate the wants of 
said Gchool. 

[In accordance with the foregoing Resolves^ siorm&l 
schools were established as follows ; — 

The first, at Lexington, which was opened Jul;?^ 1839 1 
transferred to West Newton, September, 1844 j and to 
Pramingham in 1853. It receives as pupils only females. 

The Gooond was opened at Barre, teptcniber, 1839 ; was 
suspended in 1841 ; and recommenced at Westficld, SepteM' 
ber, 1844, and receives both sexes. 

The third was opened at Bridgewater, September, 1840, 
and admits pupils of both sexes. 

The last was established at Salem^ and opened Hoptemberj 
3854j and is for females only.] 

tCOUESB OF STUDY IN THE HORMAL SCHOOLS. 

The design of the Normal Schools is strictly professional ; 
that is, to prepare, in the best possible manner, tiie pupils for 
the work of organizing, governing and instructing the public 
schools of the Commonwealth. 

To this end ttiere must be tlie most thorough knowledge : 
frst, of the branches of learning required to be langht in 
the schools ; and, second, -of the best methods of teaching 
those branchea, 

coiiRSB Of arUDt. 

The time of the course extends i,lirough a period of two 
.pears; and is divided into tenns of twenty weeks each, with 
daily sessions of not less than five hours, five days each 
week. 

BEASCHE3 OP, STODT TO UR PUltSUKn. 
First Term. — 1 — Arithmetic, oral and written, begun. 
2— Geometry begun. . 3— Chemistry. 4~0rammar and 
Analysis of tho English language. 
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NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

Second Term. — 1 — Arithmetic completed ; Algebra begun. 
2 — Geometry completed ; Geography and History beguu. 
3— Physiology and Hygiene. 4 — Grammar and Analysis 
completed. 5 — Lessons once or twice a week in Botany and 
Zoology. 

Third Term. — 1 — Algebra completed ; Book-keeping. 
2 — Geography and History completed. 3 — Natnral Phil- 
osophy, i — Rhetoric and English Literature. 6 — Lessons 
ouoe or twice a week in Mineralogy and Geology. 

Fourth Term. 1 — Astronomy. 2 — Mental and Moral 
Science, including the principles and art of Reasoning. 8 — 
Theory and Art of Teaching, including : (1.) Principles and 
Methods of Instruction ; (2.) School Organization and Gov- 
enimeut ; (8.) School Laws of Massachusetts. 4 — The 
Civil Polity of Massachusetts and the United States. 

In connection with the foregoing, constant and careful 
attention to be given throughout the course to drawing and 
delineations on the blackboard ; music ; spelling, with deri- 
vations and definitions ; reading, including analysis of 
soimds and vocal gymnastics ; and writing. 

The Latin and French languages may be pursued as 
optional studies, but not to tlie neglect of tlie English course. 

General exercises in composition, gymnastics, object 
lessons, &c., to be conducted in such manner and at such , 
times as the Principals shall deem best. 

Lectures on the different branches pursued, and on 
related topics, to be given by gentlemen from abroad, as the 
Board or the Visitors shall direct, and also by the teachers 
and more advanced scholars. 

The order of the studies in the course maybe varied in 
special cases, mth the approval of the Visitors. 

The Board deem it imwise to encourage the formation of 
regular advanced classes, whose instruction cannot fail to 
dif ert a considei'able amo\int of the time and attention of the 
teachers from the under-graduate course ; but graduates who 
wish to review any part of their course, or to make more 
thorough attainments in particular branches, and who are 
■willing to render such assistance as may be needed in giving 
instruction in the schools, may, with tlie consent and under 
the direction of the Visitors, remain at the schools for a 
period not exceeding two terms.] 
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DEAF MUTES. [CHAP. 200. 

DEAF MUTES. ■ 



Cliap. 311, 185T. 

Governor maj- Sect. 1. The governof, witli the approval of the board 
^sticuuoB 0° of education, is hereby authorized to send such deaf mutes 
sis",°"p™in3 or deaf childreu between five and ten years of age, as lie 
from file to wu may deem fit subjects for instruction at the expense of the 
Commouwealth, to the Clarke Institution for Deaf Mutes at 
Northampton, or to such schools or classes as now are or 
may hereafter he established for the education of deaf mutes 
in this Commonwealth, 
MiT draw intr- Sbct. 2. The govemor is hereby axithorized to draw his 
taiaiirappoM' warrant for such sums as may be necessary to provide for 
the instruction and support of the pupils named in the 
preceding section, not exceeding for each pupil, the amount 
which is now or may hereafter be paid by the Common- 
wealth, for the education and support of deaf mutes at the 
American Asylum at Hartford. 
Boird of ecinea- Sect. 3. The education of all deaf mutes who are now 
Ti™ ^trucikiQ receiving or may hereafter receive instruction at the expense 
MdreportBonu- ^f t|jg Commonwealth, shall be subject to the direction and 
supervision of the board of education ; and said hoard shall 
set forth in their annual report the number of pupils so 
instructed, the cost of their instruction and support, the way 
in which the money appropriated by the Commonwealth has 
been expended, and such other information as said board 
may deem important to be laid before the legislature. 
ooTeraormsyM- Sect. 4. The govomor is hereby authorized to extend to 
or''iiupi'^"'io'*te" ten years, the term of instruction now granted to deaf mutes 
^"^^ educated at the expense of the Commonwealth. 

Sect. 5. Tlie sum of three thousand dollars is hereby 
appropriated for the education of, deaf mutes in addition to 
the amount heretofore appropriated, to be paid from the 
treasury of the Commonwealth. 

SjiCT. 6. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith, 
are hereby repealed. 

Chap. 200, 1868. 

QoTBEnor m»7 Sect. 1. Tho govcmor, with the approval of the board 

eB,n''j*Si™^at of cducation, is hereby authorized to send such deaf mutes 

SsrkrinstUQ- *^'' '^^^^ children as he may deem fit subjects for instruction 

^n.sspuMuts, at the expense of the Commonwealth, to the American 

o.,p™fer, ^gyiuQi at Hartford, or to the Clarke Institution for Deaf 

Mutes at Northampton, as the parents or guardians may 

pi'efer. 
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CHAP. 33.] PUBLIC AND SOCIAL LIBRARIES. 

Sect. 2. Tlie governor is hereby autliorized to draw his JJ 
warrant for such sums as shall be necessary to pay for the 
instruction and support of such pupils as may be sent to 
said institutions respectively, pursuant to the provisions of 
the preceding section. 



PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 



TOWN AND CITY LIBEAEIES. 

Sect. 8. Each town and city may establish and maintain Town» ana cis^ 
a public library therein, with or without branches, for the bS^el'* 
use of the inhabitants thereof, and provide suitable rooms ^^^' ^'^' * ^■ 
therefor, under such regulations for its government as may 
from time to time be prescribed by the inhabitants of the 
town, or the city council. 

Sect. 9. Any town or city may appropriate money for -mur approprf- 
suitable buildings or rooms, and for the foundation of such ii^ei™™^n^B, 
library a sum not exceeding one dollar for each of its rate- ^■.*"''**"'"" 
ble polls in the year next preceding that in which such S|^''*^''' 
appropriation is made ; may also appropriate annually, for ' 
the maintenance and increase thereof, a sum not exceeding 
fifty cents for each of its ratable polls in the year next pre- 
ceding that in which such appropriation is made, and may 
receive, hold, and manage, any devise, bequest, or donation, 
for tlie establishment, increase, or maintenance, of a public 
library within the same. 

SOCIAL LIBRARIES. 
Sect. 10. Seven or more proprietors of a library may proprittora of in- 
form themselves into a corporation, under such corporate ooSmXn,''&o* 
name as they may adopt, for the purpose of preserving, iis.ii,iii,3,o- 
enlarging, and using, such library ; with the powers, privi- 
leges, duties, and liabilities, of corporations organized 
according to the provisions of chapter sixty-eight, so far as 
the same may be applicable, and may hold real and personal 
estate to an amount not esceeduig five thousand dollars in 
addition to the value of their books. 
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PUBLIC AND SOCIAL LlBRAItlES. [CIIAP. 33- 

Sect. 11. Upon appHeation of five or more of such pro- 
prietors, a justice of the peace may issue liis warrant to one 

' of them, directitig him to call a meeting of the proprietors, 
at the time and place and for the purposes expressed in tlie 
warrant. The meeting shall be called by posting up the . 
substance of the warrant in some public place in the town 
where the library is kept, seven days at least before the time 
of the meeting ; at which, if not less than seven of the pro- 
prietors meet, they may choose a president, a clerk who 
shall be sworn, a librarian, collector, treasurer, and such 
other ofiicers as they may deem necessary ; and may deter- 
mine upon the mode of calling future meetings. 

* Sect. 12. The treasurer shall give bond with sufficient 
sureties, to the satisfaction of the proprietors, for the faitliful 
dischai^e of his duties. 

Sect. 13. Such proprietors may, by assessments on the 
several shares, raise such money as tliey may judge neces- 
sary for the purposes of preserving, eidarging, and using, 
the library. 

[According to the returns of 1866, there were iifty town 
ana city libraries, m the Commonwealth, containing 345,588 
volumes. 

The number of social libraries was two hundred and 
eixty-five, contaiuiug 643,866 volumes.] 
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CONSTITUTION OF MASSACHTJSETTS- 



PROVISIONS EELATING TO SCHOOLS. 

Chap. 6, Sect. 2. 

Wisdom, and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused gener- d 
ally among the body of the people, being necessary for the Jl 
preservation of their rights and liberties ; and as these depend '^ 
on spreading the opportunities and advantages of education 
in the various parts of the coimtry, and among the different 
orders of the people, it shall be the duty of legislatures and 
magistrates, in all future periods of this Commonwealth, to 
cherish the interests of literature and the sciences, and all 
seminaries of them ; especially the university at Cambridge, 
public schools and grammar schools in the towns ; to encour- 
age private societies and public institutions, rewards and 
immunities, for tlie promotion of agriculture, arts, sciences, 
commerce, trades, manufactures, and a natural history of 
the country ; to countenance and inculcate the principles of 
humanity and general benevolence, public and private 
charity, industry and frugality, honesty and punctuality in 
their dealings ; sincerity, good humor, and all social affec- 
tions, and generous sentiments among the people. 

Amendments, Art. 13. 

Aet. XVIII. All moneys raised by taxation in the towns sc 
and cities for the support of public schools, and all moneys ^ 
which may be appropriated by the state for the support of 
common schools, shall be applied to, and expended in, no 
other schools than those which are conducted according to 
law, under the order and superintendence of the authorities 
of the town or city in which the money is to be espended ; 
and such moneys shall never be appropriated to any religious 
sect for the maintenance exclusively of its own school. 
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Abstract of school returns reciuired, . 

Adult schools, any town may eelabliah them, &o., 

to be nnder the superintendence of school ci 
Agents of the board, may be appointed; their duties, 
Apparatus, books of reference, &e., authority to purchase. 
Assessors to ascertain, iu May, number of persons between 5 and 15, 

and report, &c,, 

Asylum for Deaf Mutea at Hartford, 

Attendance of children in the schools, (see Children,) 

Bible to be read daily in public schools 

Board of Education, how constituted 

term of office of members of, 

vacancies in, how filled 

may take grants, &e., in trust, for educational purposes, 

to pay over to State treasurer all money thus received, . 

duly and responsibility of State treasurer, .... 

to prescribe form of school registers and blanks for returns, 
&o 

to report annually to the legislature 

incidental expenses of, to be paid by the State, 

may appoint a secretary ; his duties, 

may appoint agents ; their duties 

assistant-librarian to be clerk of, 

Books ased in schools, not to be sectarian, 

to be determined by committee, 

changes in, how made, 

if changes are made, to be supplied by the town, . 

to he supplied at cost, 

how authority to purchase, to be exercised, .... 

if not furnished by parents, to be supplied by the town, 

expense o^ so supplied, to be taxed to parents, 

if parents unable to pay, tax to be remitted, .... 

duly of committee to furnish them, 

Children, to be sent to school, and penalty for neglect, 

when such penalty not to be incurred, 

duUes of truant uBlcers, &c., in relation to non-attendance of. 
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Children, may attend acliool in the place of their legal residence, . 34 
wiien living remote from school, may attend in an aiijoiniog 

town, &c., 34 

under guardlansliip, may attend where guardian resides, . 3i 

ma; attend In other towns, with consent of committee, &c., . 84 

not to be permitted to attend school until vaccinated, , . 34 

not to be excluded on account of color, &c 35 

grounds of esclusion to be stated in writing 35 

if unlawfully excluded, how damages obtained, . . . 3i> 
plaintiff may examine school committee, .... 35 
when habitually truant, towns, &c., may make by-lawa con- 
cerning, &c., . . . 37 

may be committed to institutions, &c 37 

employed in manufacturing establishments, attendance by, . 36, 3S 
penalty when employed in violation of law, &c., . . . 3G, 37 

of drunken and vicious parents, provision for, . ' . . 39 

when orphan and neglected, proceedings in relation to, . . 39 

Clacke Institution for Deaf Mutes, 44 

Clergymen, dutiee of, to schools, 13 

Clerk of school districts, to be chosen and sworn, and duties of, . 33 

to hold office till successor is chosen, S3 

liable only for want of integrity, 23 

Committees. (See School Committee and Prudential Committee.) 
Constitution of State, provisions of, for public schools, (Chap. 5, sect. 

3. Amendments, Art. 18,) 47 

Contiguous districts in adjoining towns, may unite S3 

terms of union and separation of, 28, 29 

meetings of, how called ; prudential committee of, how chosen, 28 

raising money and assessment of taxes by 28 

school committee of, 28 

County Associations. (See Teachers' Associations.) 

Districts. (See School Districts.) 



Female assistant, when average number of pupils exceeds fifty. 

High schools to be kept in towns of 500 families, .... 

branches to be taught in, 1 

must be kept for the benefit of the whole town, 
to be kept not less than 86 weeks in each year, 
qualifications of teachers of, in towns of 4,000 inhabitants, . 
number of families to be ascertained by latest public census, . 
may be established by two adjacent tovrns having less tlian 

500 families, 

committees, location, and apportionment of expenses of, . 1 
duty of school committee in relation to, 

Indian school fund, 
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Iiibrariesi Public, towns and cities may estalilisli, 

money may be appropriated and devises, &c., rfceived by 

towns. &c., for, 4o 

Social, proprietors of, may be a corporation, .... 45 

may hold real and personal estate, .... 46 

meetings of. and choice of officers, . . , . 4S 

treasurer of, to give bond, and assessments for, . . 48 

Manufacturing establieliments, children of certain ages not to be 

employed in, unless. &c., Rfi, 37 

penalty for violation, &c 38,37 

duty of committee respecting children in, .... 36 

duty of State constable concerning, ,S7 

Heglected children, (see Children,) 39 

Normal schools, establishment of, ,41 

course of study in, *3 

Prudential committees, how to be chosen, S3 

general duties of, 23 

may contract with teachers when the town so determines, . 32 

may consist of three when authorized to contract with teachers, 22 

if office of vacant, how filled S2 

if not chosen, duties of, to be performed by school committee, 22 

in union districts, how constituted, and powers and duties of, 27 
in districts formed by contiguous districts in adjoining towns, 

how chosen, and powers and duties of, .... 38 

Registers. (See School Eegisters.) 

Report of Board of Education and its secretary, required, . . 4 
number to be printed. (See Gen. Stat,, chap. 4, sect. 4,) 

how received, delivered, &c., 32 

preservadon of, 32 

Reports of school committees, (See School Reports,) 

Returns. (See School Ketuma,) 

of educational institutions 33 

Scholarships, State, Act establishing, repealed, .... 10 
Schools, Public, towns to maintain a sufficient number of, six months 

each year, 11 

branches to be taught in, 11 

in which the higher branches are taught, (see High Schools,) 11 

High, in adjacent towns, (see High Schools,) .... 12 
when an average of fifty scholars iu, a female assistant to be 

employed, - . 13 

duty to, of instructors of colleges, ministers, &c., ... 13 
provisions of State constitution relating to, (see Constitution 

of Massachusetts, chap, 5, sect. 2. Amendments, Art. IS,) 47 
towns to raise money for, to be assessed, &c,, like other town 

taxes 14 
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Schools, Public, flinds of corporations not affected by prOTis ione for, 14 
forfeiture by town for neglect to r^ae money for, or to choose 

school committee, li 

three-fourths of forfeiture to te appropriated for, ... 14 

examinations of, and visits to, by committee, . . . . IG 

Bible to be read in, daily, IS 

Bectarian books to be excluded from IS 

provisions respecting, in towns, to apply to cities; unless, &c., ■ 20 
wilful interrupUon or disturbance of, how punished, (aoe Gen. 

Stat., chap. 166, sect. 23,) *0 

children not to be excluded from, on account of color, &c., . 3S 

School Committee, when and how chosen, and term of office, . . 14 

vacancies in, how filled, It 

when the whole decline, how new committee elected, . . IB 

term of service of member filling vaeaaey in, ... 15 

to continue in office for certain purposes, after, itc, , ■ IE 

how number of, increased and diminished, .... 15 

to appoint a secretary and keep records, .... 16 
duties and authori^ of, — to contract with, examine, approve 
and dismiss teachers, visit and examine schools, req^uire 
daily reading of the Bible, supply books, &c., . . . Ifi, 17 
duty of. when school is for the benefit of tho vfholo town, . 18, 34 

compensation of, 18 

to appoint superintendent of schools, &c., .... 18 

not to receive compensation when superintendent is appointed, 18 
to have charge of echool-houees in towns not districted, and 

provide fuel, &.C 19, 20 

how constituted and duties of, in high schools established by 

adjacent towns, IS, 13 

to have superintendence, &c., of schools established for per- 
sons over 13 years of age, 13 

forfeiture by the town for not choosing, 14 

to perform duties of prudential committee in districts wliere 

none chosen 32 

may establish school and employ toadicr in district which 

refuses or neglects to do so, . ._ . . . . 23 
may provide school-houses in districts neglecting to organize, 

&c., 26 

powers and duties of, in union districts, 27 

to notify Secretary of Board of Education if blanks not 

received, 30 

to make returns annually 31 

to cause school registers to be kept, 31 

to return the manner of using the money received from the 

State SI 

to maie detailed report, in print, annually 31 

to transmit two copies to Secretary of Board of Education, . 31 

to deposit a copy with town clerk 31 

secretary of, to preserve one copy of report of board, &c., . 32 
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School Committee, chairman and secretary of, in certain cases, 

may sign certificate in the returns , ...',. S2 

liable to forfeit compensation, if neglect to make returna, . 83 

to inquire into neglect of parents, &c.,. 3* 

to have cliarge of high schools, with powers, &c., of pmdential 

committees in districts, IS 

to determine number and qualifications of scholars to he 

admitted to high schools 31 

to regulate attendance of scholars upon schools in adjoining 

towns, 35 

not to allow children to attend school nntil Taccinated, . . ■ 35 
to prosecute owners, &c., of manufacturing establish me nts, 

S,c., 36 

of contiguous districts, when united in adjoining towns, how 

constituted, (see Contiguous Districts,) . . . . 38, 29 

School Districts, towns may be divided into, £1 

limits of, not to be altered, so as to change taxation oftener 

than once in ten years, 21 

to be corporations for certain purposes, 21 

may be abolished by towTis, &c., 21 

towns to vote on abolition of, every third year, . . .21, 32 

when abolished, not to be restored, 21 

when abolished, corporate powers to contanua for certain 

purposes, 22 

may choose prudential committee, if town so determine, . 23 

may fill vacancies in office of prndential committee, . . 22 

if neglect or refuse to establish schools, &c. 23 

meetings in, how called and warned, . ' . . . . 33 

to choose a clerk, 23 

may raise money for school-houses, &c,, .... 33 

may fix site of school-houses, 33 

school-housoe for, may be provided by the town, ... 34 

if cannot determine the site, the selectmen stall do it, . . 34 

penalty of, for not providing school-house, .... 34 
taxes in, how and on whom, &c., to be assessed and collected, 2i, 25 

non-reaidents in, wliere taxed, 25 

property of manufacturing corporations in, where taxed, . 24 

taxes in, to be assessed like town taxes, 35 

money raised in, how to be applied, 25 

refiising to raise money, the town may order it, and may 

empower tlie selectmen, &c., 25 

neglecting to organize, school committee may provide school- 
houses, &c 26 

duties, compensation, &c., of assessors, &c., in matters relat- 

School Punds. how invested; income only to he used, . . - , 7 



income of, how distributed ; how apportioned for schools, &c., 
when towns are not entitled to share the income of. 
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